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Dear Student, 

 Danville High School is a school that affords all students many excellent academic opportunities. It is up to 

you to take advantage of academic selections that will help you with your future goals. Taking the initiative to 

select the correct courses of study is vital for your future. Please take your time and choose wisely. Addition-

ally, there are deadlines for schedule changes. After those deadlines pass, your schedule cannot be changed 

without Administrative approval.  

 The information contained in the course guide is presented to assist you and your parents/guardian in select-

ing high school courses that will benefit you - whether you choose to attend a 2 year, 4 year college or uni-

versity, or choose to enter the workforce. I urge you and your parents/guardian to carefully read over these 

course descriptions and make a wise choice depending on your future career choice. The course guide will 

help you and your parents/guardian by: 

• Providing information on the different types of educational activities available. 

• Assisting in selecting courses each year. 

• Indicating requirements necessary for graduation. 

• Explaining how to get help from your school counselor. 

 

The registration process is as followed: 

• Each student will meet individually with their school counselor to work out a plan for next school year. 

• Each student can also log on to Xello (a program that helps students plan their own unique journey 

whether trade, college, entrepreneurship, or training) and sit down with their parents/guardian to make 

their academic choices. 

• After students and parents/guardians have made their selections, School Counselors will provide parents 

and students with a letter indicating their choices. There will be a window of time for changes to be made. 

I strongly encourage you to visit your school counselor if you have any questions concerning scheduling 

for the next school year. 

 

I want every student to be successful at Danville High School and that is why it is so important to make the 

right course selections each year. My administrative staff and I will be available as well for any questions or 

concerns. Do not hesitate to contact us. I hope that you have a smooth transition for the next school year. 

 

Best wishes to you for a successful academic year! 

   

Mr. Jacob Bretz 

Principal of Danville High School 
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NAVIGATING THE REGISTRATION PROCESS 

 

Register for an exciting and challenging year that fits YOU! The possibilities are endless! 

The registration process begins each year in January.  The course guide contains information that will help you 

and your parent/guardian make an informed decision in selecting the courses appropriate for YOU.  

The DHS Course Guide contains the following information about each course: course name, course description, 

unit of credit, and any prerequisites needed.  Also included in this guide are graduation requirements, college 

entrance requirements and information, dual enrollment opportunities, NCAA requirements, planning forms and 

much, much more.  It is extremely important for you and your parent/guardian to read through this registration 

book. The choices you make now will have a direct impact on your future.  Conversations with your parent/

guardian, school counselor, and teachers will help you make an informed decision as to which courses best fit 

YOU, as well as help you graduate and be prepared for a successful future. 

When you register for a course, you are committing to take and complete that course.  Keep in mind, you are 

registering for a COURSE, not a TEACHER.  The courses you select will be final, with these few exceptions: 

• Your schedule does not account for courses taken over the summer. 

• Your schedule is missing a graduation requirement. 

• Your schedule does not include a requested course based on a scheduling conflict. 

STEP ONE: 

School counselors will visit classes by grade level beginning in January/February to present students with re-

quired courses for graduation as well as the elective options open to them.  Students will then choose their 

courses in Xello. 

Don’t know what classes to choose?  Try: 

• Visiting the “MEET THE VIKINGS” Elective Fair 

• Reading through the DHS Course Guide in its entirety 

• Making an appointment with your counselor 
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STEP TWO: 

School counselors will meet with students individually to discuss progress with graduation requirements, fu-

ture goals and post-secondary plans, as well as finalize 2025-2026 course requests! 

 

STEP THREE: 

All student course requests will be mailed home for students and parents/guardians to review one last time.  

At this time, students/parents/guardians will have a small window of time to make any necessary changes by 

contacting the School Counselor.  

 

FURTHER QUESTIONS regarding registration?  Contact your School Counselor: 

Mrs. Erin Leverenz (444-1521) New Tech, A-D, Li-Mo 

Mrs. Amanda Campbell (444-1510) AVID students and E–Le 

Ms. Monica McCray (444-1524) Mu-Z 

 

 

Professional School Counselors also assist students by:  

 Ensuring requirements for graduation are included in the schedule. 

 Discussing with students, in confidence, personal problems and helping to identify possible solutions.  

 Helping students and parents write individual career plans.    

 Helping students to make career or college decisions. 

 Helping students with college or military preparation by offering the PSAT test and the ASVAB military 

exam. 

 Helping students investigate career possibilities. 

 Providing mental health counseling services through referrals to cooperating community agencies. 
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State of Illinois/DHS  

Graduation Requirements 

Class of 2026 and 2027  
NOTE: Each semester is 1 credit 

Content Area Credits required 

English 8 credits 

Mathematics 6 credits 

 Science 4 credits 

 Social Studies 4 credits (Must include US 
History and Government/

Physical Education Per the State of Illinois, stu-
dents must be daily enrolled 
in PE 

Health 1 credit 

Consumers Education .5 credit** 

Computer Literacy 1 credit^^ 

Electives 2 credits (Must be one year 
from art, music, world lan-
guage, CTE, or forensic 
speech) 

* The Constitution Test covering the state and national constitutions is a major assessment in the  Government 
course and must be passed to fulfill graduation requirements.  Failure to pass the Constitution Test will result 
in a student having to retake the course. 

 

** Students must take one of the following classes to meet the State Consumer Education requirement: 

 WECEP, Introduction to Business and Technology, Consumer Economics/Personal Finance,  Business 

Marketing and Management, Cooperative Career Education (Co-op), and Family Living. 

 

^^ Students must take one of the following classes to meet the Computer Literacy requirement: 

 Introduction to Computer Applications, Word Processing, Spreadsheets, Presentations, Graphic 

 Arts/Desktop Publishing, Multimedia Broadcasting, CAD (Drafting), Introduction to Engineering Design, 

 and Principles of Engineering.  
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State of Illinois/DHS  

Graduation Requirements 

Class of 2028   

Content Area Credits required 

English 8 credits 

Mathematics 6 credits (Students must pass 
two semesters of Algebra I 
and Geometry) 

 Science 4 credits 

 Social Studies 5 credits (Must include US His-
tory and Government/Civics *) 

Physical Education 3 credits (Per the State of Illi-
nois, students must be daily 
enrolled in PE - except athletic 
and academic waivers) 

Health 1 credit 

Consumers Economics/
Personal Finance 

.5 credit 

Humanities/CTE  2 credits (Students must pass 
2 semesters of either CTE, 
World Language, Art, or Music) 

Electives 13 credits ( Students may 
choose classes from any de-
partment beyond the gradua-
tion requirements) 

GRADE PROMOTIONS (Beginning with Class of 2028 ) 

Sophomore = 8 credits (must pass full year of 9th grade core classes.) 

Junior = 14 credits (must pass full year of 10th grade English, Math, and Science) 

Senior = 20 credits (must pass full year of 11th grade English, Math, and US History) 

* The Constitution Test covering the state and national constitutions is a major assessment in the Govern-

ment /Civics course and must be passed to fulfill graduation requirements.  Failure to pass the Constitution 

Test will result in a student having to retake the course. 
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COURSE INFORMATION 

 

Required Course Load 

The recommended course load is at least five solid (full-credit) subjects.  Students participating in extracurricular 

activities are recommended to take at least six solid courses.  Academic honors, as well as athletic eligibility will 

depend upon the number of subjects being taken.  

Class Schedule Changes 

Courses for the school year are chosen by the student and approved by the parents/guardians.  Classes and 

teacher assignments are arranged to accommodate the selections students make.  Therefore, any request for a 

change will be considered only for the following reasons: 

1. The schedule does not include a requirement for graduation which must be met. 

2. The schedule does not account for work taken during summer school. 

3. The schedule does not include a requested course based on a scheduling conflict. 

 

All schedule change requests must be made within the first 5 days of their enrollment. Any requests after the 5 

days must be approved by a building administrator or Assistant Superintendent.  

 

Retaking A Course 

Any student may retake a class that the grade of a D was earned any semester.  Upon completion of the class, 

the student’s GPA will be calculated on the grade earned.  The D will remain on the transcript for credit.  Only 

one class can be taken each semester. 

 

PASS/FAIL Option 

1. Pass/fail is open to all juniors and seniors. 

2. Any Danville High School, non-required course that meets five times per week may be taken pass/fail (dual 

enrollment courses may NOT be taken pass/fail). 

3. Only one (full credit) course per semester may be taken on a pass/fail basis. 

4. The decision to take a course pass/fail and the course which may be taken is at the student’s discretion, 

with parent approval.  An application form must be completed, signed by both parent and student, and filed 

with the student’s counselor by the end of the 1st and 3rd quarters. Application forms are available in the Guid-

ance Office. 

5. If the student is a junior, the pass/fail course must be a fifth solid (full-credit) subject.  Fors seniors, it need 

only be a fourth solid subject. 

6. Only one full unit (two semesters) in each department, in the span of the two years, may be taken pass/fail. 

7. The student must reapply each semester. 

8. For student athletes, NCAA Clearinghouse recognizes the PASS as the lowest grade which is a D.  For some 

colleges, they will not recognize the class if taken as pass/fail. 
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PE Waiver 

Athletic Waivers for Physical Education are allowed for students participating in the following; Athletics, March-

ing Band, and JROTC. Students cannot waive and take a PE course at the same time. PE Waivers must be sub-

mitted to their School Counselor prior to the conclusion of the sport he/she is participating.  Juniors and Seniors 

may get an Academic PE Waiver if it is needed to make room for an AP course or dual enrollment course.  

Therefore, a student may not use an Academic Waiver if enrolled in a Study Hall. 

 

Early Graduation Option 

A student may apply for early graduation if he or she has met all minimum requirements for graduation as es-

tablished by the Board of Education.  A form is available in the School Counseling Office, which must be com-

pleted by the student and approved by his or her parents and counselor during the registration process.  If a 

student changes their mind after the registration time period, approval for early graduation will be based upon 

availability of classes and class size. 

 

Honors Assembly 

To be eligible for the Honors Program, students must have a GPA of at least 3.25 for each semester of the pre-

vious year or a cumulative GPA for the school year of at least 3.25.  Students must take four solid (full credit) 

subjects that figure into the GPA. PE and half credit courses do NOT figure into GPA for the Class of 2026 & 

Class of 2027. PE will figure in for GPA for the Class of 2028.  No grade in any class can be lower than a C. 

Danville High School recognizes our honors students in grades 10, 11, and 12 with an Honors Assembly in the 

Dick VanDyke Auditorium.  In addition to receiving recognition for academic success, each student has the op-

portunity to invite and recognize an educator who made a significant impact during their educational career.   
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Class Rank and Grade Point Average 

A grade point average (GPA) is determined by adding all of the student’s grade point values and dividing by the number 

of courses taken.  Students are ranked based on their averages.  All courses, except Physical Education and Drivers Educa-

tion, are used to compute grade point averages. (NOTE: Beginning with the Class of 2028, PE courses will be utilized in 

GPA.)  

 

 

 

Weighted Grade Point Average and Rank 

Advanced Placement (AP) courses and dual enrollment courses are weighted courses.  A weighting factor of 1.0 is added 

to grades A-D earned in these courses due to their rigor and complexity.  An average is determined by adding all of the 

student’s grade point values and dividing by the number of courses taken.  Students are ranked based on their averages.  

All courses, except Physical Education and Drivers Education, are used to compute weighted grade point averages.   

(NOTE: Beginning with the Class of 2028, PE courses will be utilized in GPA.) 

 

A = 4.0 

B = 3.0 

C = 2.0 

D = 1.0 

F =  0 

Weighted GPA Scale Weighted Courses  

A = 5.0 

B = 4.0 

C = 3.0 

D = 2.0 

F = 1.0 

Rhetoric 101/102                            LITR 121/122                                   Dual Enrollment 
courses at DACC 

AP English Language                       AP English Literature                       AP Psychology 

AP Government                               AP US History                                  AP Human Geog-
raphy 

AP Biology                                      AP Chemistry                                   AP Environmental 
Science 

AP Physics                                      AP Calculus AB/BC                          AP Statistics/Dual 
Enrollment Stats 

AP PreCalculus                               HIST 151/152                                   HIST 111/112 
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Advanced Placement Courses 

 

Advanced Placement classes are rigorous courses that allow high school students to undertake academic learn-
ing at the collegiate level.  Students must take the AP exam associated with the course which will be paid for 
by the district.  College and university policies regarding AP Exam scores vary.  Scores of 3, 4, and 5 on the 
College Board Advanced Placement examinations shall be accepted for credit to satisfy degree requirements by 
all Illinois public institutions of higher education.  Each institution shall determine for each test whether credit 
will be granted for electives, general education requirements, or major requirements and the AP Exam scores 
required to grant credit for those purposes.  AP candidates should check with the college(s) to determine how 
the college(s) will award credit, exemption, and placement.   

AP Exams are available once a year in May. This schedule is set by the College Board.  Danville High School 
students that are enrolled in AP courses will automatically be registered for the AP test.  Any student wanting 
to register for additional tests, must do so with the AP Coordinator in November. 

 

For more information regard-
ing Advanced Placement 
courses, exams, timelines, etc. 
visit ap.collegeboard.org 
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DACC AND DUAL ENROLLMENT 

Dual Enrollment means that a student is taking a class that will earn high 

school and college credit concurrently.  Credit for the course(s) is placed 

on the student’s high school transcript.  Credit is also placed on an official 

DACC transcript. Students may not take dual enrollment courses pass/fail. 

Students must take semester exams to receive dual enrollment credit. 

 

Benefits of Dual Enrollment/Dual Credit 

 Save time and money by taking classes while in high school that can be applied toward your college 
degree. 

 Gain experience as a college student and learn early what to expect from college level courses while 
still taking advantage of all the supports available at Danville High School. 

 Remember...dual credit grades become part of your permanent college transcript and MAY affect your 
financial aid eligibility later in your college career. 

 MOST dual enrollment credits will be accepted at your college or university of choice! Contact your 
college/university for more specific information.  

 

Dual Credit courses offered AT DHS: 

The following courses are taken AT Danville High School, with DHS teachers, for FREE!  Students will be given 

high school credit as well as college credit. 

 

 

DHS Course DACC Course College Credits 

Rhetoric 101 ENGL101 Rhetoric and Composition I 3 

Rhetoric 102 ENGL102 Rhetoric and Composition II 3 

Literature 121 LITR121 Chief English Writers 1 3 

Literature 122 LITR122 Chief English Writers 2 3 

Western Civilization I HIST111 Western Civilization I 3 

Western Civilization II HIST112 Western Civilization II 3 

US History HIST151 US History to 1865 3 

US History HIST152 US History Since 1865 3 

Statistics MATH115 Survey of Statistics 3 
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ACADEMIC COURSES AT DANVILLE AREA COMMUNITY COLLEGE 

Danville District 118 allows DHS students to take DACC courses FREE OF CHARGE!  That is paid tuition, free 

books, no fees! A DACC application must be filled out, a permission form must be obtained from your DHS 

counselor (links below), and then an appointment should be made with a DACC advisor to discuss what 

courses you should take to obtain your specific goals.  The DACC advisor will then register you for those 

courses. 

Application (Student Information Form):  https://dacc.edu/assets/pdfs/ar/StudentInformationForm4.15.20.pdf 

Junior/Senior Permission Form:  https://dacc.edu/assets/pdfs/ar/HS_permission_form.pdf 

 

Danville High School Academic Acceleration Path 

Freshman  -  Honors Courses / AP Human Geography 

Sophomore - Honors Courses / AP Courses 

Summer after Sophomore year through Junior year (upon successful completion Dual Placement requirements)  

Dual Enrollment at DHS (currently 27 college credit hours available) 

Lit 121 Chief English Writers 1 

Lit 122 Chief English Writers 2 

Hist 111 West Civ 1 

Hist 112 West Civ 2 

Hist 151 US History to 1865 

Hist 152 US History Since 1865 

Math 115 Stats 

Eng 101 Rhet 1 

Engl 102 Rhet 2 

Additional 15 college credit hours available via waiver at DACC, but the following applies: 

• Courses must be taken over summer or after school hours. 
• Graduation requirements and DHS course offerings must be considered first. 

• Building administration approval is required. 
• All classes utilized with vouchers will be placed on transcripts. 

 

Senior Year 

May take classes at DACC during the school day as long as: 

• 3.0 overall GPA 

• Student is able to provide own transportation. 
• 1 class must be taken at DHS, and a total of 6 courses must be taken overall each semester. 
• Students in athletics are required to provide documentation of grades from professors weekly to 

athletic office. 
 

Reminder:  All Dual Enrollment courses will be listed on the high school and college transcripts and figured into both 

GPAs. 

https://dacc.edu/assets/pdfs/ar/StudentInformationForm4.15.20.pdf
https://dacc.edu/assets/pdfs/ar/HS_permission_form.pdf
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CAREER and TECHNICAL EDUCATION COURSES: COLLEGE EXPRESS 

 

Many DHS students attend DACC during the school day for College Express at no cost to the student.  The fol-

lowing classes are available through College Express (this changes from year to year based on enrollment and 

available instructors):   

 

Auto Technology  Agriculture Education/Tech  Computer Networking 

Criminal Justice*  Culinary Arts              Business Administrative Tech 

Computer Programming Digital Design    HVAC 

Graphic Design   Health Occupations             Early Childhood* 

Healthcare Professions  Horticulture    Industrial Tech/Applied Engineering 

*Students must pass the DACC Placement test or qualify based on standardized test scores. 

 

College Express classes are Dual Enrollment classes, but most credits are non-transfer credits. 
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COLLEGE/ UNIVERSITY ENTRANCE REQUIREMENTS: 

 

GENERAL INFORMATION 

 

Admissions requirements vary from college to college and, in some cases, these will vary by department even 

within a college.  Students who plan to attend college should take as many academic courses as possible in high 

school as this will enable them to be prepared for college work and to compete with other college students.  Be-

low is an example of college admission requirements for several State universities.  For more detailed information, 

please consult your counselor and your desired university. 

 

High School Credit Requirements for Attending State Universities 

 These are minimum requirements; schools may strongly recommend 4 years in each subject area. 

 

 

 

NOTE: Math courses for college must start with Algebra I.  Science courses should be laboratory courses. Courses 

that will count in the elective area should be verified by the specific university and your counselor.  Typically, 

elective courses need to be in the areas of World Language, Fine Arts, and Music. 

 

The standardized test score, GPA, and class rank middle 50% ranges of the entering freshman classes show that 

admission standards vary across the state universities.  Note that since a holistic approach is used in the admis-

sion review process, having standardized test scores, GPA, and class rank within the entering freshman profile 

does not guarantee admission.    

 

 

University/College English Social Science Math Science World Lang/Electives 

Eastern Illinois University 4 3 3 3 2 

Illinois State University 4 2 3 2 2 

Northern Illinois University 4 3 3 3 2 

Southern Illinois-Carbondale 4 3 3 3 2 

University of Illinois (UIUC) 4 2 3 2 2 

University of Illinois-Chicago 4 3 3 3 2 

University of Illinois-
Springfield 

4 3 3 3 2 

Western Illinois University 4 3 3 3 2 
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Middle 50% for ACT Composite Scores, GPA, and Class Rank 

*Many schools have now gone to Test Optional admissions 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

University ACT SAT GPA 

Eastern Illinois University 21-23 1060-1090 3.0-3.3 

Illinois State University 21-26 1060-1270 3.03-3.78 

Northern Illinois University 19-23 990-1140 2.5-3.5 

Southern Illinois-Carbondale 24 1160 3.2 

University of Illinois (UIUC) 27-33 1360-1480 3.37-3.85 

University of Illinois-Chicago 22-27 1110-1300 3.1-3.7 

University of Illinois-Springfield 19-25 980-1230 3.0-3.87 

Western Illinois University 18-23 940-1150 2.72-3.52 
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ATHLETICS AND ACADEMIC ELIGIBILITY 

All Student Athletes must be passing five (5) credits in order to be eligible to participate in their sport. Athletes 

must have also passed 5 classes in the previous semester in order to be eligible.  For this reason, we recom-

mend ALL student athletes be registered for at least 6 classes at all times.  For initial eligibility at the begin-

ning of the season, athletes must have received five (5) credits the previous semester.   

Athletic information included in this curriculum guide is provided as a resource.  Specific questions or clarifica-

tions of athletic information and/or eligibility should be addressed to the school’s Athletic Director.   

For more information regarding the rules, please visit the NCAA Eligibility website (www.ncaa.org/student-

athletes/future/eligibility-center). 
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ADVANCEMENT VIA INDIVIDUAL DETERMINATION 

  

Suggested Course Sequence 

  

Grade 9                                                                                         Grade 10 

English 9 or English 9 Honors                                        English 10 or English 10 Honors 

World History                                                                              Geometry or Algebra II Honors 

Algebra I or Geometry Honors                                         Chemistry 

Biology                              World Language 

Foreign Language                                                                        AP Human Geography 

AVID 9 Elective                                                                  AVID 10 Elective 

                                                                                                   

 Grade 11                                                                                   Grade 12   

AP English Lit or Literature 103/105                                 AP English Language or Rhetoric 101/102 

US History  or AP US History                                                   AP Calculus or AP PreCalculus or Statistics 

AP PreCalculus or Algebra 2 HNRS                                               AP Chemistry, AP Biology, AP Physics, or 

AP Chem, AP Bio, AP Physics,  or                                                AP Environmental Science 

AP Environmental Science              World Language 

Government or AP Government      AVID 12 Elective 

Foreign Language                                                     

AVID 11 Elective  

     

AVID Elective Description 

Course Title:    AVID 

Credits:          1 credit per semester 

Prerequisite:     AVID application, interview, approval of AVID team 

Description:      Advancement Via Individual Determination (AVID) provides the student with a multi-layered sup-
port system to enhance academic achievement, motivation, and prepare the student for college success. The 
students receive tutorial sessions in the academic areas, an emphasis on study skills instruction, and college 
preparation. In addition to the AVID class, students are required to be enrolled concurrently in a college pre-
paratory curriculum in the areas of English, math, science, and social studies.  



 

21 



 

22 

CAREER AND TECHNICAL EDUCATION (CTE) 

Accounting I  

Length:            1 year 
Lab Fee:           $10 
Prerequisite:   Sophomore-Senior standing 
 

Description:    Recommended for college business ma-
jors. If you are thinking of majoring in a business-related 
field at the post-secondary level, this is a course you def-
initely want to take. It is helpful in everyone’s personal 
life and a necessity for those planning a career in busi-
ness. Students learn the complete accounting cycles for a 
service and a merchandising business. The course makes 
accounting statements understandable, such as balance 
sheets, income statements, and bank reconciliation state-
ments. Students will use computers to process account-
ing data. 

  

Accounting II (Possible College Credit) 

Length:  1 year 
Credit:             1 credit per semester, 3 college credits 
per semester 
Prerequisite:   Accounting I 
Lab Fee:           $10 
 

Description:    Recommended for college business ma-
jors. This course is a continuation of Accounting I. Ac-
counting II deals with more in-depth accounting practices 
and procedures. This course is designed for students 
who are planning a business related career. Corporate 
accounting, cost accounting, and accounting for a not-for
-profit organization are a few of the topics discussed. 
Students will use computers to process accounting data. 

 

Business Marketing and Management  

Length:            1 semester 
Prerequisite:   Sophomore-Senior standing 
 

Description:    Recommended for college business ma-
jors. Learn about the business world and prepare for 
college marketing classes. Every person should under-
stand how our business and economic system works. 
This course will include a discussion of business and its 
environment, forms of business ownership, advertising, 
business, finance, management styles, and how to start 
and run a business. Whether you become a consumer, 
owner, or manager, this is the course for you.  This 
course meets the requirement for consumer economics/
personal finance requirement. 

 
BUSINESS EDUCATION 

Sports and Entertainment Marketing 

Length:           1 semester 
Prerequisite:  Successful completion of Business Market-
ing and Management with a C or better. 
Lab Fee:          $10 
 

Description:   This one semester course will introduce 
students to the sports and entertainment marketing in-
dustry.  The course will promote real-world knowledge 
and various applications in sports and entertainment 
marketing, ethics, risk management, human resources, 
general management, negotiations, event preparation, 
and ticket sales.  Primary attention will be focused on the 
marketing aspects of the sport and entertainment busi-
ness world.  Several guest speakers from the community 
will be a focus as well as an interactive sports entrepre-
neur experience through the online program Knowledge 
Matters. 

 

Consumer Economics/Personal Finance  

Length:            Nine weeks 
Credit:             .5 credits 
 

Description:    Learning experiences focus on the un-
derstandings and skills needed to make decisions about 
the use of resources and prevention strategies which 
contribute to an improved quality of life. The course con-
tent includes the following areas of study:  money man-
agement, personal budgets, banking, and credit. This 
course meets the requirement for consumer education 
instruction.  

 

Introduction to Business and Technology 

Length:            1 semester 
 

Description:    Introduction to Business and Technology 
prepares students for the economic roles of consumer, 
worker, and citizen. This basic course is designed to ac-
quaint students with all activities associated with a busi-
ness, including types of ownership, marketing, finance, 
ethics, and economics.  Throughout the semester stu-
dents will learn to apply decision-making skills to evalu-
ate career choices and set personal goals.  The course 
content is designed to help the learner make wise finan-
cial planning decisions in order to make the most of their 
income. This course meets the requirement for consumer 
economics/personal finance requirement. 
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CAREER AND TECHNICAL EDUCATION (CTE) 

Intro to Computer Applications  

Length:            1 semester 
Lab Fee:           $5 
 

Description:    Intro to Computer Applications is a per-
fect class for learning the basics of using technology. 
Students will review the touch-key method of keyboard-
ing; learn to access online tools and perform effective 
online searches; acquire basic skills necessary for get-
ting started in Microsoft Word, Excel, and PowerPoint; 
and practice effective communication using email and 
other communication platforms.  

 

Database (MS-Access) 

Length:             1 semester 
Prerequisite: Intro to Computer Apps (or proficiency) 
or teacher recommendation  
 

Description: Learn the powerful features and ad-
vantages of Microsoft Access!  Students will learn the 
core skills: creating tables and modifying forms and re-
ports.  After concentrating on the core of the database, 
students will learn some of the more powerful tools in-
cluding: queries, creating reports, calculating data, and 
using databases to perform mail merges. This course will 
give students the opportunity to gain dual enrollment 
college credit as well as Microsoft Office Specialist 
(MOS) Certification in Access. 

 

Word Processing (MS-Office) 

Length:            1 semester 
Prerequisite:   Intro to Computer Apps (or proficiency) 
or teacher recommendation 
Lab Fee:           $5 
 

Description:    In this lab-oriented class, the student 
will learn numerous features and powerful tools in Mi-
crosoft Word to help them smoothly and efficiently cre-
ate professional-looking documents for business or per-
sonal use.  Students will demonstrate mastery of con-
cepts in written, small task, and project forms. In addi-
tion to the development of computer and information 
management skills, the student will also be required to 
develop organizational skills as the course requires stu-
dent independence and problem-solving to complete the 
assignments and projects.  This course will also give 
students the opportunity to gain Microsoft Office Spe-
cialist (MOS) Certification in Word.  

 
Spreadsheets (MS-Excel) 

Length:            1 semester 
Prerequisite:   Intro to Computer Apps (or proficiency) 
or teacher recommendation 
Lab Fee:           $5 
 

Description:    Get a step up in work and study!  Mi-
crosoft Excel skills are a current must-have for individuals 
entering the work force as well as for students heading 
off to college.  This course introduces students to the 
basic features of Microsoft Excel and spreadsheet con-
cepts including entering data, applying professional for-
matting, creating formulas and charts, sorting data, ap-
plying filters, and working with functions.  In addition, 
better computer skills, improved critical-thinking, and 
problem-solving skills will be emphasized.  This course 
will give students the opportunity to gain Microsoft Of-
fice Specialist (MOS) Certification in Excel.   

 

 

Entrepreneurship 

Length:            1 semester   
Prerequisite:    Junior or Senior Standing 
Lab Fee:           $10 
 

Description:  This course is designed to get students 
excited about becoming true entrepreneurs. Students will 
have the opportunity to create and fully develop their 
own product or service. Real-world entrepreneurs and 
business experts will serve as coaches and mentors guid-
ing student teams through the process of ideation, mar-
ket research, and business plan development. Over the 
course of the year, student teams will learn more about 
marketing, accounting, and human resources foundations 
learned in other courses they have already taken. The 
general goal is to gear up for Pitch Week. Pitch Week 
helps to further fire the entrepreneurial spirit by putting 
student teams in front of Danville businessmen and wom-
en to present their ideas and potentially win funding to 
turn their business plans into reality during the summer 
and following school year.   
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COLLEGE AND CAREERS 

 

College and Career Ready 

Length:                 1 Semester 
Prerequisite:        Freshman standing 
 

Description: Ready yourself for college and career 
opportunities through this class. Become more self-aware 
as you learn and explore characteristics, preferences, and 
strategies for success while in high school and beyond. 
Students will build career knowledge, discover tools for 
organization and time management, and understand how 
financial literacy can help them reach their post-
secondary goals. 

 

Global Careers and Professions (GCP) 

Length:               1 semester 
Prerequisite: Junior or senior standing 
 

Description: Not sure what you want to do beyond 
high school? Join the GCP class to explore  your options 
and prepare for the professional world! Students will 
gain “real world” work experience by completing a 20 
hour internship in their area of interest. Students will 
also research career clusters, learn how to prepare for an 
interview, understand the importance of online platforms, 
learn professional etiquette, and complete a personal 
portfolio that includes writing a functional resume, thank 
you note, and cover letter. Cyber Safety and Interviewing 
Skills Certifications will be obtained. Financial responsi-
bilities and opportunities will also be explored. 

 
FAMILY AND CONSUMER SCIENCES 

 

Culinary Arts I 

Length:            1 year 
Prerequisite:    Junior or Senior Standing, Application 
Required, Preliminary Certification (see Instructor) 
Lab Fee:           $10 
 

Description:  This course includes classroom and la-

boratory experiences needed to develop a knowledge 

and understanding of culinary principles and nutrition for 

people of all ages. Course content encompass’: food ser-

vice and preparation management using the decision-

making process; meeting basic needs by applying nutri-

tion concepts; meeting health, safety, and sanitation re-

quirements; maximizing resources when planning/

preparing/preserving/serving food; applying hospitality 

skills; analyzing nutritional needs in relation to change; 

and careers in nutrition and culinary arts, including entre-

preneurship investigation.   

 

Culinary Arts II 

Length:  1 semester 
Prerequisite: Culinary Arts I 
 

Description: This laboratory course expands upon the 
knowledge and culinary skills obtained in Culinary Arts I. 
Emphasis will be on meal planning and more advanced 
cooking/preparation skills and careers within the food 
service industry. Students will also have the opportunity 
to obtain the ServSafe Food Handler Certificate. 

 

 

Baking 

Length:  1 semester 
Prerequisite: Culinary Arts I 
 

Description: Together we will explore everything 
there is to love about baking. From measuring, decorat-
ing, and cake competitions we will learn how baking and 
cooking  have their own separate skills. If you have a 
sweet tooth, this class is perfect for you! 
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Adult Living 

Length:  1 semester 
Prerequisite: None 
 

Description: The goal of the Adult Living Skills course 
is to help prepare students to be successful members of 
society. Students will learn basic skills such as: self-
discovery, family basics, finances, career planning, cook-
ing, and much more through learning opportunities in the 
classroom and the community. 

 

Human Growth/Child Development 

Length:  1 semester 

Prerequisite: None 

 

Description: Human Growth/Chidl Development ad-

dresses the knowledge, skills, attitudes, and behaviors 

associated with supporting and promoting optimal 

growth and development of infants and children. The fo-

cus is on research-based nurturing and parenting practic-

es and skills, including brain development research, that 

support positive development of children.  
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AUDIO VISUAL TECHNOLOGY 

Graphic Design/Desktop Publishing  

Length:            1 year 

Prerequisite:   Word Processing, Spreadsheets, Intro to 

Computer Apps, Presentations  or teacher recommenda-

tion/proficiency 

Lab Fee:           $10 

 

Description:    Graphics. Text. White space. Page Lay-
out. These are key elements of print media (logos, ad-
vertising, graphics, tshirts, etc.). Learn to apply appropri-
ate design concepts as you create a variety of projects 
while mastering the fundamentals of Adobe Illustrator, 
InDesign, and PhotoShop.  Students will apply their soft-
ware and design knowledge in the creation of custom 
designed graphics and popular print design. Students 
will learn how to search for and choose fonts and 
graphics that enhance their message. Projects will em-
phasize independence, creativity, and problem-solving 
as the students utilize their desktop-publishing skills.  

 

Photography 

Length:            1 semester 

Prerequisite:   Sophomore status, 1 semester of Com-

puter Literacy 

Lab Fee:           $8.00 minimum 

 

Description:    This class will be an exploration of the 
fundamental principles, techniques and application of 
camera based  image making.  The course will teach stu-
dents how to properly manipulate camera functions to 
achieve high quality photographs.  Basic photo manipu-
lation, editing, and special effects will be introduced us-
ing Adobe Photoshop.  In addition, the course will in-
volve discussing the aesthetics of photography as well 
as the real life industry applications of photography such 
as: photojournalism, fine art, portrait commercial pho-
tography, as well as others. 

 

 

 
 

PowerPoint (MS-PowerPoint) (Possible College Credit) 

Length:            1 semester 

Prerequisite:   Intro to Computer Apps (or proficiency) or 

teacher recommendation 

Lab Fee:           $5 

 

Description:    Create stunning slideshows and basic vid-

eos! This course will teach the skills necessary to success-

fully use Microsoft PowerPoint. Learn to navigate the inter-

face; make new presentations from scratch or from availa-

ble templates; add and edit text, pictures, sounds, movies 

and charts to your presentations; and apply transitions, 

animations, and special effects! This course will give stu-

dents the opportunity to gain Microsoft Office Specialist 

(MOS) Certification in PowerPoint.  

 

Multimedia Broadcasting 

Length:   1 year 

Prerequisite: Application Required 

 

Description: Students will learn a variety of technical 
skills including broadcast format, writing for television and 
radio news, directing, hands on camera and studio skills, 
sound, and editing.  Multimedia Broadcasting is a reflection 
of the life and events of the student body and Danville 
High School.  Those enrolled in this course will assume 
responsibility for all roles needed to produce the daily an-
nouncements.  Adobe will be the chief software used, and 
students may obtain Adobe Certified Associate training 
badges during time in the course.  
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INDUSTRIAL TECHNOLOGY 

Introduction to Careers in Applied Technology 

Length:      1 year 
Prerequisite:   Freshman/Sophomore 
 

Description: If you like a variety of technology (not 
just computers), this class may be for you. If you are not 
sure what career field to enter after graduation, this in-
troductory-level course IS for you. If you want to explore 
industrial technology areas, this class is DEFINITELY for 
you. This course includes instruction and “hands-on” 
activities using a variety of equipment to gain a better 
understanding of how technology can be used, how it 
works, and what career options are available. Major 
units of instruction may include, but are not limited to, 
auto body, auto mechanics (small engine and automo-
tive), welding, electronics & electricity, CAD, and manufac-
turing. Each of these units will include instructions con-
cerning their relationship to energy, communication, 
transportation, and production. Students in this course 
begin with a mandatory Safety Training called Ca-
reerSafe-S4.  OSHA 10 General Industry certificate may 
be earned during this course. 

  

Intermediate Building Trades 

Length:  1 year 
Prerequisite:         Introduction to Careers in Applied 
Technology, CareerSafe- S4 
Required Equipment:  Safety Shoes 
 

Description: This class builds on skills learned in 
Intro to Careers and Technology.  An emphasis will be 
placed upon accurate measurements, safety, and the 
proper use of hand and power tools.  Skills needed for 
employment and workplace ethics will be discussed as 
well.  Students will use the skills learned in this course 
to construct simple wood projects and construction of 
small outdoor structures like seats, picnic tables, and 
park benches.  Class size is limited. OSHA 10 General 
Industry and OSHA 10 Construction Industry Training 
certificates may be earned during this course. 

 
Advanced Building 

Trades 

Length:    1 year 
Prerequisite:     Inter-
mediate Building Trades, 
CareerSafe- S4 
Required Equipment:  
Safety Shoes 
 

Description:            This class builds on skills learned in 
Intermediate Building Trades.  This course will include, 
but not be limited to the construction of small storage 
structures inside and outside of the shop.  Students work 
may also not be confined to on-campus construction 
meaning there may be opportunities to travel to 
worksites in the community.  Advanced students will also 
learn about basic framing, roofing and siding techniques 
with the possibility of electrical and plumbing installation 
when the need and demand requires.  The class will also 
include math and reading instruction as it applies to the 
construction trades area.  Class size is limited. OSHA 10 
General Industry and OSHA 10 Construction Industry 
Training certificates may be earned during this course. 

 

GeoCon (Geometry in Construction) 

Length:  1 year 
Prerequisite:   Successful completion of Algebra 1, 
Completion of Intro to Careers and Technology is recom-
mended. Students who earned C or D in Algebra 1 must 
complete an application for the course and be approved 
by the two instructors. 
Credit:  2 credits per semester (one for Geometry, one for 
Construction) 
 

Description: Students will complete ALL Geometry 
standards, as well as learn basic home building and 
maintenance skills, utilizing multi-step problem solving, 
green building techniques, technical writing and commu-
nication skills, as well as developing their own interest in 
construction related careers.  It is open to students that 
have demonstrated success in Algebra I. Students in this 
course begin with a mandatory Safety Training called Ca-
reerSafe - S4. 
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CAD CAM 

Length:                  1 year 
Prerequisite:        Introduction to Careers and Technolo-
gy, CareerSafe- S4, Sophomore to Senior standing 
 

Description: CAD is a basic introduction to computer 
operations regarding principles of manufacturing design. 
Students will learn the Inventor software, which provides 
methods and tools for producing, viewing, and editing 
two-dimensional drawings and three-dimensional mod-
els. The software permits designers, drafters, engineers, 
and others to create, revise, model, and document in-
dustrial parts and assemblies for prototyping, mold mak-
ing, and manufacturing. Student projects will provide 
hands-on experience with the Inventor program and 3D 
printing..  

 

Advanced CAD 

Length:            1 year 
Credit:             1 credit per semester 
Prerequisite:   Intermediate CAD 
 

Description:    This course is designed to build on 
those concepts learned in beginning CAD. Students will 
learn how to draw advanced mechanical and simple ar-
chitectural drawings. Other topics covered are, 3D draw-
ing and modeling, Surface modeling and rendering, solid 
modeling, sending drawings through the internet and 
plotting drawings using a variety of paper sizes.  

 

Intermediate Welding 

Length:            1 year 
Prerequisite:   Introduction to Careers in Applied Tech-
nology, CareerSafe- S4 
Required Equipment:   Safety Shoes 
 

Description:    This training level course reinforces 
skills learned in the welding portion of Introduction to 
Careers in Applied Technology. Students will learn safety 
as it applies to each weld process and will increase skill 
level in shielded Metallic Arc Welding and Gas Metal Arc 
Welding. 

 
Advanced Welding 

Length:                  1 year 
Prerequisite:       Intermediate Welding, CareerSafe- S4 
Lab Fee:               $10.00 
Required Equipment:   Safety Shoes 
 
Description:  This training-level course reinforces and 
introduces advanced welding skills. Students will master 
skills in oxy-acetylene welding and cutting, shielded 
metal arc welding, gas metal arc welding, gas tungsten 
arc welding and plasma cutting. This course may in-
clude, but is not limited to, tech math, metallurgy, blue-
print reading, identification of weld symbols, as well as 
layout and design, and cost estimation. This class is a 
dual credit course with DACC. Students may earn credits 
toward a welding certification by successfully complet-

ing requiredwelds. 
 

Automotive Technology 

Length:             1 year 
Prerequisite:     Introduction to Careers in Applied Tech-
nology, CareerSafe- S4 
Lab Fee:            $10.00 
 

Description:       This training-level course reinforces 
skills learned in Introduction to Careers in Applied Tech-
nology. Automotive Technology provides learning expe-
riences related to the maintenance, repair, and servicing 
of automobiles. Instruction is provided in performing 
safety practices, inspections, repairs and maintenance 
on a variety of systems. Students will also develop prac-
tical skills in the use of parts manuals, identification of 
replacement parts, and other automotive nomenclature 
relating to hazardous materials and other tools and 
products. 
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Introduction To Engineering Design (PLTW) 

Length:            1 year 
 
Description:   IED is one of several courses offered 
through Project Lead the Way developed to help schools 
give students the knowledge they need to excel in high-
tech fields such as Engineering and Manufacturing.  IED 
offers students the opportunity to work with high-tech 3D 
solid modeling software (Inventor) and learn the Design 
Process that is needed to develop a product from an idea 
to reality. 
 

Principles of Engineering (PLTW) 

Length:            1 year 
 
Description:   Principles of Engineering will introduce 
students to different fields of engineering through investi-
gating various technology systems and processes.  Engi-
neering topics will include: design process, simple ma-
chines, heat engines, electrical and control systems, stat-
ics, materials and materials testing, introduction to dynam-
ics and kinematics, and engineering for reliability.  Most 
topics will culminate with a project, such as, construction 
of a bridge, marble sorter, mousetrap car, and ballistic 
device. 
 

WORK BASED PROGRAMS 

Work Experience Career Exploration Program* 

(WECEP-During School Employment)  

Length:            1-2 years 
Credit:             2 credits per semester (1 credit for class, 
1 credit for work) 
Prerequisite:   14-15 year old students – interviewed 
and approved by Coordinator                       
 

Description:    WECEP is designed as an incentive work 
experience and career exploration program for students 
who are designated as potential early school "leavers."  
The program will consist of a career exploration class that 
will relate to individual job experiences, tutoring help, and 
career development. Measurable program objectives are 
to increase attendance patterns, to improve grades and 
attitude about getting an education, to develop a positive 
attitude about personal work experiences, and to improve 
self concept. The program requires students to work at an 
approved job station for an average of 15 hours per 
week. 

 

Cooperative Career Education (Co-op) * 

Length:            1 year 
Credit:             2 credits per semester (1 credit for class, 
1 credit for work) 
Prerequisite: Senior standing, application required and 
Approval by Coordinator 
Lab Fee:           $10.00 
 

Description:    Earn while you learn!  Cooperative Career 
Education is designed to merge classroom instruction with 
on-the- job work experience in a variety of career areas. It 
is recommended that a student will have completed one 
preparation level course in a related program prior to en-
tering the program (i.e. business, industrial, health occupa-
tions). Students are released from school for their paid 
cooperative education work experience while also partici-
pating in daily classroom instruction. Classroom instruction 
and course content includes career education opportuni-
ties, planning for the future, job-seeking skills, personal 
development, human relationships, legal protection and 
responsibilities, etc. 

Criteria: Prior to acceptance into the Co-Op program, the 
student must submit the following:  an application signed 
by the parent, a copy of his/her birth certificate, and three 
teacher recommendation forms. Academic performance, 
attendance records and discipline records will be evaluat-
ed. Students will also be expected to participate in fund-
raising if necessary. 

  

* Satisfies state Consumer Economics/Personal Finance 

requirement.  
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ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS 

English 9 

Length:             1 year         
 
Description:     A writing intensive course,  English 9 is a 
course designed to synthesize and reinforce the students' 
experiences in language arts skills. The course emphasizes 
reading improvement strategies and reading comprehen-
sion skills as they apply to several genres of literature and 
for other content areas.  Composition, grammar, vocabu-
lary, listening, and speaking skills are practiced within and 
apart from the study of the literary genres.  General study 
skills are also a key component of the class.  Students are 
introduced to the research process. 
  

English 9 Honors 

Length:             1 year                                                
Description:     A writing intensive course, English 9 Hon-
ors is a course designed to meet the needs of students 
designated as exceptionally gifted or talented in the area 
of language arts. The course is based upon the core of 
Freshman English and enhanced by additional instruction 
in writing and grammar and teacher and/or student select-
ed enrichment activities designed to enhance critical think-
ing and problem solving skills. A formal informative 
speech is required. 
  

English 10 

Length:             1 year 
 
Description:      English 10 builds upon the study of liter-
ary genres addressed in Freshman English. It reinforces 
the close study of prose and further develops research 
skills. Composition, grammar, vocabulary, listening, and 
speaking skills are practiced and reinforced within and 
apart from the study of the literary genres.  Particular em-
phasis is given to expanding the skills necessary for the 
development of real world writing tasks. 
 
 

 English 10 Honors 

Length:             1 year 
Prerequisite:    Sophomore standing 
 
Description:     English 10 Honors is a course designed 
to meet the needs of students designated as exception-
ally gifted or talented in the area of language arts.  This 
survey course is based upon the core of American Litera-
ture and enhanced by teacher and/or student selected 
enrichment activities designed to promote critical think-
ing and problem solving skills. The course examines se-
lected American authors who relate basic themes and 
values prevalent in America. Specific areas for study in-
clude the Puritans, the Colonial and Revolutionary peri-
od, the romantic period, transcendentalism, realism, and 
modern literature. Composition, listening, and speaking 
skills are practiced and reinforced within the study of the 
literature of historical periods, as a part of required inde-
pendent reading, and as a part of individually selected 

or teacher directed research. 
 
English 11 

Length:            1 year 
Prerequisite:      Junior standing 
 
Description:    English 11 balances reading and writ-
ing skills.  While not a survey course, it integrates selec-
tions from American Literature in order to highlight liter-
ary techniques (narration, allegory, persuasion, etc.).  
Students read texts in order to further understand a 
style of writing, then practice that style on their own.  
For instance, they read several memoirs and narrative 
nonfiction excerpts before writing their own narrative 
essays.  Each quarter, students master a set of 5-8 Com-
mon Core Standards, centered around the four writing 
areas: narrative, informative, research, and argumenta-
tive.  Texts often function as vehicles to mastery—that is, 
The Crucible served the double role of elucidating alle-
gory as well as helping students practice making infer-
ences. 



 

31 

ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS 

AP English Literature and Composition 

Length:             1 year 
Prerequisite:    Junior standing 
 

Description:     The course is designed according to 
College Board guidelines, with rigor and expecta-
tions of high proficiency. AP English Literature is a 
course designed to meet the needs of students des-
ignated as exceptionally gifted or talented in the 
area of language arts. The course is enhanced by 
teacher and/or student selected enrichment activities 
designed to promote critical thinking and problem 
solving skills. Specific areas of thematic study in-
clude: irony, characterization, point-of-view, narra-
tion, satire, and poetry. In addition to required inde-
pendent reading, students will engage in individually 
selected or teacher directed research to support the 
study of thematic subjects and their literary and soci-
etal implications. Novels and readings are chosen 
from a wide variety of time periods and authors in-
cluding but not limited to: E.E. Cummings, Ken 
Kesey, Percy Bysshe Shelley, Toni Morrison, Oscar 
Wilde, and William Faulkner.                                            

 

English 12  1 & 2 

Length:  1 year, or by desired semester 
Prerequisite:    Senior standing 
 

Description:   This course blends composition, 
speech, and literature skills into a cohesive whole as 
students write critical and comparative analyses of 
selected texts (both literary and informational texts), 
continuing to develop their language arts skills. As-
signments will emphasize comprehension, discern-
ment, and critical-thinking skills in the reading of 
texts and literature. These courses will introduce and 
explore more advanced literary techniques (irony, 
satire, humor, connotation, tone, rhythm, symbolism, 
and so on) through two or more literary genres, with 
the aim of creating sophisticated readers. The course 
will reinforce logic and critical-thinking skills that 
accompany good writing, emphasizing word choice, 
organization, voice, sentence fluency, and ideas, and 
conventions. This will also provide continued and 
advanced instruction in writing for a variety of pur-
poses and audiences. Emphasis will be on college 
and career preparation. Typically, students will be 
asked to show understanding through multiple-
paragraph essays, speeches, projects, and classroom 
discussion.   English 12 1 & 2 can be taken simulta-
neously, and in any order to accommodate Early 
Graduates. 

 AP English Language and Composition 

Length:             1 year 
Prerequisite:    Senior standing - advanced or college pre-
paratory 
 

Description:     AP English Language and Composition is 
a language and composition course open to advanced 
seniors who wish to prepare for the College Board Ad-
vanced Placement Examination in Language and Compo-
sition in the spring of the school year, earning college 
credit as well as credit toward graduation from high 
school. The course is designed according to College 
Board guidelines, with rigor and expectations of high 
proficiency. Content includes giving emphasis to close 
reading, rhetorical modes, and stylistic techniques. As 
students read through different modes of writing, they 
will be asked to analyze the features of these texts and 
then write their own composition in this mode of writing.  
Additionally, students will complete analyses of current 
events articles and/or pop culture pieces.  It should be 
noted that this course differs from the dual enrollment 
rhetoric course; while there are similarities in terms of 
content, completion of this course will not earn college 
credit alone.  College credit is dependent upon a stu-
dent’s abilities to pass the AP Exam in the Spring. 

  

Rhetoric 101 

Length:             1 semester 
Credits:             1 credit per semester (3 credit hours of 
transferable DACC credit with the grade of “C” or better.) 
Prerequisite:    DACC Placement test 
 

Description:     This is a writing intensive class that specif-
ically deals with your ability to write persuasive composi-
tions, along with creative non-fiction, personal narrative, 
and short story analysis.  This class is designed to im-
prove your composition skills.  Specifically, the writing 
and analysis exercises as part of the course are designed 
to enhance your skills of persuasion and argumentation.  
You should be able to not only identify an effective argu-
ment, but also to formulate it yourself.  Identifying your 
audience as a writer will also be an essential skill you are 
expected to learn.  We will discuss what is “good” writing 
and what that term even means.  Students in this course 
are eligible for dual enrollment credit through DACC for 
ENG 101. 
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Rhetoric 102 

Length:             1 semester 
Credits:             1 credit (3 credit hours of transferable 
DACC credit with the grade of “C” or better.) 
Prerequisite:    DACC Placement test, successful comple-
tion of Rhetoric 101 
 

Description:     This is a writing intensive class that spe-
cifically deals with your ability to research and compose 
on an academic level.  You will practice the reading and 
analysis of academic texts, while demonstrating an abil-
ity to use those texts to further strengthen your argu-
ments.  This class is designed to help you become famil-
iar with “academic discourse” and be able to follow the 
formal rules and accepted processes of engaging in aca-
demic conversations.  Academic discourse is not oral, it 
is a written language that effectively argues one point or 
another.  You will continue to learn how to do effective 
research that will contribute to your academic discourse.  
The use of computers, libraries, librarians, and academic 
journals (found online through the DACC website) will be 
necessary to accomplish these research goals.  Students 
will continue to practice research citation (bibliography 
and quoting sources) using MLA format.  Overall, you 
will learn how to join in a structured and formalized con-
versation that exists across time.  Students in this course 
are eligible for dual enrollment credit through DACC for 
ENG 102 by taking both semester final exams. 

  

 

Literature 121  

Length:             1 semester 
Credits:             1 credit per semester (3 credit hours of 
transferable DACC credit with the grade of “C” or better.) 
Prerequisite:    DACC Placement test 
 

Description:     A historical survey from the beginning of 
the English language through the late 17th century, be-
ginning with Old English texts through Early Modern 
English period and covering a range of genres including 
verse, drama, sonnets, among others. Students in this 
course are eligible for dual enrollment credit through 
DACC for LITR 121. 

 Literature 122  

Length:  1 semester 
Credits:  1 credit per semester (3 credit hours of 
transferable DACC credit with the grade of “C” or bet-
ter.) 
Prerequisite: DACC Placement test 
 

Description:   Wordsworth, Byron, Shelley, Keats, 
Browning, Tennyson, Arnold, Shaw, Yeats, Dickens, Eliot, 
and a selection of representative 19th and 20th century 
prose.  Students in this course are eligible for dual en-
rollment credit through DACC for LITR 122. 

 

Forensic Speech 

Length:  1 semester 

Description: This course offers students the oppor-
tunity to learn how to use the voice and body in formal 
and informal situations.  Vocal and physical warm ups 
will be a part of the class to hone students’ presentation 
skills.  Speaking skills included depend upon the presen-
tations being taught, but they typically emphasize effec-
tive presentation of one’s voice and body, thoughtful 
understanding and interpretation of literature, logic and 
reasoning, and the organization of thought and support-
ing materials.  Students will do presentations in several 
categories including: formal and informal prepared 
speeches, oral and dramatic interpretation of drama, 
literature, and poetry, as well as impromptu speeches. 

 

Creative Writing 

Length:  1 semester 

Description: Creative Writing offers students the 
opportunity to develop and improve their technique and 
individual writing style in poetry, short story, drama, 
essays, and other forms of prose. The emphasis of the 
courses is on writing; however, students also study ex-
emplary representations and authors to obtain a fuller 
appreciation of the form and craft.  
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Drama 

Length:             1 semester 

Description:     This course is designed for the student 
who is interested in drama and would like to learn the 
basic skills necessary to act in or produce a play.  Prior 
experience is not necessary for success.  Acting, direct-
ing, character development, script and character analy-
sis, improvisation and more will be taught through vari-
ous theater games, activities, and lessons.  This highly 
interactive class will culminate in a project which is a 
final performance of a scene from a play. 

 

 

 

Theater 

Length:  1 year 

Description: Theatre is a course that encourages the 
realization, appreciation, and training in the many po-
tential career fields within theatre. Students will build 
and acquire a broad range of skill-sets that are applica-
ble to many fields through hands-on experiences in 
technical and performance based fields. Students will 
experience duet acting, monologues, ensemble acting, 
and create audition portfolios aligned to their area of 
interest. Experiences in the technical side of the field 
will also occur as a part of this course. This includes a 
basic understanding of running a light/sound board, the 
application of stage makeup for various theatrical tech-
niques, and set construction, where students will be 
given a basic understanding of tools and safety for the 
goal of OSHA certification. In addition, students will dive 
into a brief history of theatre that analyzes the great 
works that have shaped its evolution, as well as, the 
racial and political themes that have shaped its history. 
This course is designed for college-bound students who 
are interested in pursuing a career in theatre as well as 
students who wish to broaden their knowledge and 
general skill-sets. Students should expect a demanding 
homework workload that includes hands-on projects, 
quizzes, tests, and performance assessments. Perfor-
mance assessments will complement and be based on 
classroom activities. A high level of understanding in 
analysis and problem-solving is necessary for success in 
this course. Involvement and assistance in school pro-
ductions is encouraged, giving students more owner-
ship and real-world application of the skills they devel-
op in their desired area of interest. 

 Introduction to Teaching 

Length:             1 semester 

Prerequisite:    2.0 GPA/application, Senior standing 
 

Description:     The goal of this class is to help students 
understand the importance of teaching in our society, 
the skills effective teachers possess, the challenges 
teachers encounter daily, and the rewards of a career in 
teaching.  This class is designed to answer the question, 
“Is teaching really for me?”  A substantial part of this 
class will take place off-campus at a District 118 ele-
mentary or middle school.  Students in Intro to Teaching 
are given the opportunity to observe and co-teach with 
a District 118 teacher.  

 

AVID Elective Description 

Credits:          1 credit per semester 
Prerequisite:     AVID application, interview, approval of 
AVID team 
 
Description:      Advancement Via Individual Determina-
tion (AVID) provides the student with a multi-layered 
support system to enhance academic achievement, moti-
vation, and prepare the student for college success. The 
students receive tutorial sessions in the academic areas, 
an emphasis on study skills instruction, and college 
preparation. In addition to the AVID class, students are 
required to be enrolled concurrently in a college prepar-
atory curriculum in the areas of English, math, science, 
and social studies.  
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ART EDUCATION 

Introduction to Art  

Length:              1 year 
Credit:               1 credit per semester 
Lab Fee:            $8.00 minimum per semester 
 

Description:      This is an introductory art course with 
emphasis on drawing, planning and producing artwork, 
using a variety of media and techniques. These media 
may include paint, ink, fibers, clay, metal, and collage 
materials, plus a variety of drawing materials. Composi-
tion, including the elements and principles of design and 
color theory, will be emphasized throughout the course. 
The study of art history is also included, and students will 
be required to do readings, written work and assess-
ments based on art historical knowledge. Students will 
find problem solving skills, patience and self-discipline to 
be important ingredients if they are to do well in any art 

course. 

  

Drawing Techniques I 

Length:              1 year 
Lab Fee:          $8.00 minimum per semester 
Prerequisite:     Intro. To Art (with a C or above) 
 

Description:      Drawing Techniques I  places emphasis 
on 2-Dimensional work using advanced drawing tech-
niques, imagination, and originality. Further study of col-
or theory through the use of collage, painting, printing, 
and drawing techniques will be included. Students will 
explore a variety of media, techniques and subject mat-
ter. Outside research drawings will be required along 
with written assignments, tests, quizzes, and sketchbook.  

 

Sculpture Techniques I 

Length:             1 year 
Lab Fee:           $8.00 minimum per semester 
Prerequisite:     Intro to Art (with a C or above) 
 

Description:      Sculpture Techniques I may include work 
in the areas of metal; ceramic pottery and sculpture; plas-
ter and cardboard; and fiber designs including weaving, 
and batik. Quizzes, research drawings, and some study of 
historical examples may be required in addition to regu-
lar assignments. Students must buy some materials. Many 
students will need time outside of school to finish pro-
jects, as the processes are very time consuming. 

Drawing Techniques II  

Length:              1 year 
Prerequisite:     Drawing Techniques I 
Lab Fee:            $8.00 minimum per semester 
 

Description:      This course will include use of many 
drawing techniques studied in Drawing Techniques I, 
with more emphasis on design quality and originality. 
Outside class research will be required and sketchbooks 
are required.        

 

Sculpture Techniques II  

Length:              1 year 
Prerequisites:   Sculpture Techniques I 
Lab Fee:            $8.00 minimum per semester 
 

Description:      This course may include use of many 
sculpture techniques studied in Sculpture Techniques I, 
with more emphasis on design quality and originality. 
Outside class research drawings will be required. 

 

AP Studio Art 

Length:  1 year 
Prerequisite: 3 high school level art classes includ-
ing Drawing I and Drawing II 
 

Description:  Enrollment in this course is based on 
portfolio review by the DHS Art Department. The AP 
program in Studio Art is for highly motivated students 
who are seriously interested in the study of art and in-
volves significant commitment. It is highly recommend-
ed that AP Studio Art students have taken as many art 
courses at the high school level as possible in their 
schedule. Students will need to work outside the class-
room, as well as in it, and beyond scheduled periods. 
The AP Studio Art curriculum is available online at 
www.apcentral.collegeboard.com and will be strictly 
adhered to.  AP Studio Art students may find it benefi-
cial to schedule a study hall period for additional studio 
time 1 or 2 semesters.   

http://www.apcentral.collegeboard.com
http://www.apcentral.collegeboard.com
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 WORLD LANGUAGE 

French I  

Length:            1 year 

Description:     French 1 is an introduction to the French 
language and culture.  The emphasis is on oral commu-
nication, both listening comprehension and speaking.  
Students will achieve proficiency through a communica-
tive approach supported by technology, projects, and 
experience.  

  

 

French II  

Length:             1 year 

Prerequisite:    French 1 

Description:     French 2 is a continuation of French 1.  
Students develop the ability to engage in longer conver-
sational exchanges.  Writing activities focus on the para-
graph.  Strategies for listening comprehension and read-
ing are presented. 

  

 

French III  

Length:             1 year 

Prerequisite:    French 2 

Description:     French 3 continues the development and 
reinforcement of communication skills and the develop-
ment of reading and cultural awareness.  Students are 
introduced to literature and art. 

 

 

French IV  

Length:             1 year 

Credit:               1 credit per semester 

Prerequisite:    French 3 

Description:     French 4 is a continuation of French 1-3.  
Major emphasis is on developing fluency in speaking 
and in writing.  Students continue their exploration of 
French literature and culture. Students are introduced to 
French history. 

Spanish I 

Length:             1 year 

Description:     Students achieve proficiency in listen-
ing, speaking, reading, and writing Spanish through a 
communicative approach supported by the use of tech-
nology.  Study of basic vocabulary, language structure, 
and culture is emphasized.                          

 

Spanish II 

Length:             1 year 
Prerequisite:    Spanish I 
 
Description:     After passing Spanish I, students use 
the communicative approach to improve fluency in oral 
and written language skills while expanding their 
knowledge of various locations in the Spanish-
speaking world.    

 

Spanish III 

Length:             1 year 
Prerequisite:    Spanish II 
 
Description:     Students concentrate on polishing con-
versational skills while expanding their vocabulary and 
continuing to develop their grammar, reading, and 
writing skills.   Students will focus on conversational 
skills in Spanish and will complete a variety of fun pro-
jects. 

  

Spanish IV 

Length:             1 year 
Prerequisite:    Spanish III 
 

Description:     Students continue to develop reading, 
writing, and conversational skills through the study of 
literature and culture. 
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MUSIC     

Concert Band 

Length:             1 year (Required) 
Prerequisite:    Participation in middle school instrumental 
music is mandatory and placement by audition in spring of 
previous school year or by permission granted by the direc-
tor. 
 

Description:  Concert Band is the entry-level band ensemble 
at Danville High School. The emphasis of the course is on 
individual skill development and study of the core band rep-
ertoire at the grade two and a half to three grade level. Re-
quired examinations on all major and natural minor scales 
are part of this course. Participation in concerts and special 
programs during and after school is an integral and required 
part of the course. Participation in music department fund-
raisers is also required. 

  

Symphonic Band 

Length:              1 year (Required) 
Prerequisite:     Placement by audition in spring of previous 
year. 
Description:     Symphonic Band is the second level of band 
ensemble at Danville High School. The emphasis of the 
course is continued individual skill development and study 
of the core band repertoire at the grade three and four level. 
Required examinations on all major, natural minor, and har-
monic minor scales are part of this course. Participation in 
concerts and special programs during and after school is an 
integral and required part of the course. Participation in mu-
sic department fundraisers is also required. 

 

Wind Ensemble 

Length:             1 year (Required) 

Prerequisite: Placement by audition in spring of previous 

year and evidence of private instruction 

Description:     Wind Ensemble is the highest level of band 

ensemble at Danville High School. The emphasis of the 

course is continued individual skill development and study 

of the core band repertoire at the grade four, five, and six 

level. Required examinations on major scales and all minor 

scales are part of this course. Participation in concerts and 

special programs during and after school is an integral and 

required part of the course. Participation in music depart-

ment fundraisers is also required. Private instruction is high-

ly recommended. 

Percussion Ensemble 

Length:              1 year (Required) 
Prerequisite:  Participation in middle school instrumental 
music is mandatory and placement by audition in spring 
of previous school year or with director permission.  Stu-
dents must be able to read standard music notation.  
 

Description:     Students in percussion ensemble at Dan-
ville High School will study the core percussion reper-
toire at the grade two, three, and four level. The empha-
sis of the course is also on skill development in rudimen-
tary snare drumming and mallet technique. Participation 
in concerts and special programs during and after school 
is an integral and required part of the course. Participa-
tion in music department fundraisers is also required. 
Students need to have a stick bag, drumsticks and mal-
lets. 

  

String Orchestra  

Length:             1 year (required) 
Prerequisite:    Successful completion of middle school 
orchestra, or consent of instructor (see below). 
 

Description:     String Orchestra provides students with 
previous string experience an opportunity to continue 
their development as musicians.  The focus of instruction 
will be in the areas of string pedagogy and music litera-
cy.  Students may be asked to provide supplemental 
materials to help facilitate learning in these areas.  String 
Orchestra is a performing ensemble, and as such, will 
participate in several concerts, festivals, and other 
events throughout the school year.  Successful comple-
tion of the course requires participation in all perfor-
mances.  On occasion, students who are new to playing 
a string instrument have joined string Orchestra.  Their 
concurrent studies with a private teacher have made this 
possible.  A large ensemble class like String Orchestra is 
not conducive to private study, and is not the appropri-
ate setting to learn a new instrument. 
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Symphony Orchestra 

Length:             1 year (required) 
Prerequisite:    Admittance by audition, or consent of 
instructor. 
 

Description:     Symphony Orchestra is the premier string 
performing ensemble at Danville High School.  In addi-
tion to regularly scheduled performances, the Symphony 
Orchestra is often called upon to act as musical ambas-
sadors for the school and community.  Students will be 
expected to keep sufficient practice habits in order to 
maintain the highest performing standards of the group.  
Symphony Orchestra will participate in several concerts, 
festivals, and other events throughout the school year.  
Successful completion of the course requires participa-
tion in all performances.  Periodic travel and other spe-
cial events may require student participation in Instru-
mental Music Boosters fundraising events. 

 

Singing Vikings  

Length:             1 year (required) 
Prerequisite:    Freshman standing 
 

Description:     Singing Vikings is a training level mixed 
choir.  Class work will focus on developing basic music 
and performance understanding.  Participation in 
school concerts and community performances are an 
important and required part of the course. 

 

Contemporaires  

Length:             1 year (REQUIRED) 
Prerequisite:    Vocal and dance audition held in March 
for incoming freshmen through senior students. 
 

Description:     This all-female ensemble is comprised of 
students in grades 9-12.   Students must make an an-
nual commitment to after school and daily rehearsals. 
The group learns a high energy and vocally challenging 
competition show in the fall to perform for the spring 
competitions, as well as performing typical jazz con-
cert/choral/ works. A show choir fee must be paid dur-
ing the fall to help cover the costs of costumes. Partici-
pation in Choral Department fundraisers is required. 
This group will perform at community, school, and com-
petitive performance venues. 

 

Danville Delegation 

Length:             1 year (REQUIRED) 
Prerequisite:    Vocal and dance audition held in March 
for incoming freshmen through senior students. 
 

Description:     This mixed ensemble is comprised of 
students in grades 9-12. Students must make an annu-
al commitment to after school and daily rehearsals. The 
group learns a high energy and vocally challenging 
competition show in the fall to perform for the spring 
competitions, as well as performing typical jazz con-
cert/choral works. A show choir fee must be paid dur-
ing the fall semester to help cover the cost of cos-
tumes. Participation in Choral Department fundraisers is 
required. This group will perform at community, school, 
and competitive performance venues. 

Music Theory 

Length:             1 semester 
Prerequisite:    At least one year experience in high school 
band, choir, or orchestra; must be enrolled in a curricular 
performance ensemble 
 

Description:     This course will introduce students to the 
theory of music and music composition, providing them 
with the skills needed to read and write music notation, as 
well as to understand, analyze, and listen with purpose.  
The course will also use ear training and sight-singing 
techniques to reinforce identification and analysis skills.  It 
will cover material such as pitches and scales, intervals, 
clefs, rhythm, form, meter, phrases and cadences, harmo-
ny, part-writing, and full composition. 
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Madrigals/Vocal Jazz 

Length:            1 year 

Prerequisite:    Vocal audition held in March for incoming 
freshmen through senior students. 

 

Description:     This advanced mixed ensemble is com-
prised of students in grades 9-12. The group learns a 
vocally challenging show in the fall to perform for the 
Madrigal Dinner in December, as well as performing 
choral works. Participation in Choral Department fund-
raisers is required. This group will perform at community 
and school events. The ensemble will cover vocal jazz 
literature in the spring semester. 

 

 

Chamber Ensemble 

Length:            1 year 
Prerequisite:    Previous or current enrollment in a curric-
ular string orchestra 
 

Description:     Chamber ensemble provides string stu-
dents with the opportunity to be arranged into a small 
string duo, trio, quartet, or quintet. This allows students 
to focus on learning how to play in a small, self-run en-
semble with the potential to be sent out to play gigs in 
the community as necessary. Students will be expected 
to participate in Chamber Concerts throughout the year 
to showcase their learning.  

 

 

Music History and Its Influence on Popular Mu-
sic 

Length:             1 semester 

Description:     This course explores the relationships 
between early music and the popular music of today.  
Areas of study include contemporary pop culture and its 
influences from early to modern music.  The course will 
use extensive listening examples from all eras to rein-
force students’ ability to identify musical influences in 
the context of the popular music they enjoy today. 

 

Introduction to Classical Guitar 

Length:             1 semester 
Fee:    Guitar use fee (if needed) 

 
Description:     This one-semester course is designed for 
students with any level of guitar experience.  Students 
will receive guidance and direction in solving problems 
related to playing the guitar at a beginning level and 
will learn many of the different styles, skills and tech-
niques required to become a successful guitarist.  Areas 
of concentration include: correct posture, not reading, 
aural skills, flat-picking, singing songs, rhythmic pat-
terns, chord study, finger-picking styles, musical forms, 
improvisation and performing experiences.  Students 
may use their own personal acoustic guitar but guitars 
are available for classroom rental.  Electric guitars will 

not be accepted. 
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Army Junior Reserve Officers’ Training 

Corps (AJROTC) 

 

Army Junior Reserve Officers’ Training Corps (AJROTC) 
if offered to students in the 9th through 12th grades.  
There is NO military service obligation.  The AJROTC 
program prepares high school students for responsi-
ble leadership roles while making them aware of their 
rights, responsibilities, and privileges as American 
citizens.  The program is a stimulus for promoting 
graduation from high school and provides instruction 
and rewarding opportunities that benefit the student, 
community, and nation. 

            Each AJROTC unit is structured along the 
lines of an Army unit to develop student leadership at 
each grade level under the direct supervision of the 
instructors.  The scope, focus, and content of the in-
struction is sequential; it reflects and builds on the 
previous year’s curriculum.  In addition to the empha-
sis placed on citizenship and leadership, the develop-
ment of communication skills, the incorporation of 
historical perspectives, the requirement for competi-
tiveness in physical fitness and military skills and the 
significance of service learning are emphasized.  Stu-
dents are guided by experienced leaders who help 
them develop self-awareness, confidence, the neces-
sary skills to be good leaders and understand their 
potential. 

            All enrolled students are required to wear 
the Army JROTC uniform at least once a week as 
specified by the Senior Army Instructor.  While wear-
ing the uniform, students must meet the Army’s ap-
pearance and grooming standards.  Any student who 
dislikes wearing the JROTC uniform and meeting the 
appearance/grooming standards should not enroll in 
the program.  All students will be screened at the end 
of each semester and will only be readmitted to the 
program with the approval of the Senior Army In-
structor.  

            Students completing three years of AJROTC 
may enter the active service at advanced pay grades, 
may receive advanced credit in Senior (college) ROTC 
and may enhance opportunities for scholarship or 
acceptance at one of the US Service Academy. 

 Leadership Education and Training (LET) 1 

Length:             1 year 

Description:     This course includes Introduction to Ar-
my JROTC, Leadership Theory and Application, Founda-
tions of Success, Lifetime Wellness, Fitness and First 
Aid, Geography and Earth Science, Citizenship and 
American History, Personal Finance, Service Learning, 
and US Government. 

  

Leadership Education and Training (LET) 2 

Length:              1 year 
Prerequisite:     LET 1 and approval of Senior Army 
Instructor 
 

Description:      This course includes an intermediate 
level of instruction in the subjects begun in the first 
year. 

  

Leadership Education and Training (LET) 3 

Length:             1 year 
Prerequisite:    LET 2 and Instructor approval 
 

Description:     This course provides advanced-level 
instruction in the subjects taught in the first and sec-
ond year AJROTC.  Emphasis is placed on how the vari-
ous factors (communications, problem solving, decision 
making, planning and supervision) affect a cadets’ ef-
fectiveness as a leader.  Cadets are given increased 
opportunities to demonstrate leadership skills in the 
Cadet Battalion organization.  In addition, cadets are 
exposed to opportunities available to them to enter the 
military as an officer, the steps that should be taken to 
apply/enroll in a college and how to obtain information 
about the various types of colleges and universities. 
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Leadership Education and Training (LET) 4 

Length:             1 year 

Prerequisite:    LET 3 and Instructor approval 

 

Description:     This advanced level AJROTC caps three 

years of progression in every phase of AJROTC.  Students 

selected for this course have demonstrated proficiency in 

LET 3 and are presented with the challenge to study self-

paced and to complete the exercises, case studies and 

vignettes in the programmed text.  In addition, the stu-

dents are taught techniques of command and staff proce-

dures through text and practical exercises. Students 

demonstrate their ability to perform briefings, instructional 

teaching and serve as mentors to the LET I Cadets. 
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Three years of math are required for graduation at 

Danville High School.  According to state mandates, 

students must successfully complete six (6) semesters 

of mathematics, including one year of Algebra I  and 

one year Geometry, in order to graduate from high 

school.  

Students are encouraged to take four years of math 

and compete for Math Honors.  Math Honors requires 

that students take seven semesters of math at DHS 

through Precalculus with at most one semester of a 

grade of “B” and all other semesters with a grade of 

“A”. Math placement of freshmen is based on 8th 

grade teacher recommendation, student grades, and 

8th grade assessment scores. 

 

Algebra I 

Length:   1 year 
Prerequisite:  Placement based on 8th grade assessments 
and teacher recommendation 
 

Description:  Students will identify functions and their char-
acteristics, set up and solve equations and inequalities, 
graph linear functions, write linear equations, write and 
solve systems of linear equations and inequalities, perform 
operations on and factor polynomials, and solve quadratic 
functions. The TI-30XIIS calculator is required for this 
course. 

 

 

Geometry        

Length:             1 year 
Prerequisite:    Successful completion of Algebra I 
 

Description:  Students will learn about points, lines, planes, 
angles, circles, polygons, the relationships of congruence 
and similarity, and parallel and perpendicular lines.  Algebra 
1 concepts are used extensively in Geometry.  A TI-30XIIS 
calculator is required for this course. 

 

 

 

Geometry Honors         

Length:             1 year 
Prerequisite:    B or higher in Algebra 1 and teacher 
recommendation.. Can be taken concurrently with Hon-
ors Algebra 2 with department chair approval. 
 

Description:  Students will learn about points, lines, 
planes, angles, circles, polygons, the relationships of 
congruence and similarity, and parallel and perpendicu-
lar lines. Topics are taught more in depth than the reg-
ular Geometry course. Advanced Algebra 1 concepts 
are used extensively in Honors Geometry.  The TI-30XIIS 
calculator is required for this course. 

 

 

GeoCon (Geometry in Construction) 

Length:  1 year (This is a double-blocked 
course) 
Prerequisite: Successful completion of an Algebra 1 
Credit: 2 credits per semester (one for Geometry, one 
for Construction) 
 

Description:   Students will complete ALL Geometry 
standards, as well as learn basic home building and 
maintenance skills, utilizing multi-step problem solving, 
green building techniques, technical writing and com-
munication skills, as well as develop their own interest 
in construction-related careers. The TI-30XIIS calculator 
is required for this course. 
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Algebra II 

Length:            1 year 
Prerequisite:    Successful completion of Algebra 1 and 
Geometry. 
 

Description:     This course does NOT prepare students 
for AP PreCalculus.  Algebra II builds upon the skills and 
techniques of Algebra 1 and introduces students to new 
functions including quadratic, rational, radical, polynomi-
al, and trigonometric. The TI-84 calculator is suggested 
for this course. 

 

Algebra II Honors 

Length:            1 year 
Prerequisite:    B or higher in Algebra 1 and Geometry 
AND teacher recommendation. 
 
Description:     Students planning on taking AP PreCalcu-
lus MUST take Honors Algebra 2.  Honors Algebra 2 
builds upon the skills and techniques of Algebra 1 and 
introduces students to new functions including quadratic, 
rational, radical, logarithmic,  polynomial, exponential, 
and trigonometric, as well as imaginary numbers and 
working with the unit circle. The TI-84 calculator is re-
quired for this course. 

 

PreCalculus  

Length:             1 year 

Prerequisite:    Successful completion of Alge-
bra II.  

Description:     This course does NOT prepare students 
for AP Calculus.  PreCalculus builds upon the skills and 
techniques of Algebra II and introduces students to new 
topics such as composition of functions, inverse func-
tions, higher order polynomials, regression formulas, and 
advanced work with rational, radical, exponential, and 
logarithmic functions, solving advanced systems of equa-
tions, and matrices. The TI-84 calculator is required for 
this course.  

 

 

AP PreCalculus 

Length:              1 year 
Prerequisite:     C or higher in Honors Algebra II 
 
Description:     Students planning on taking AP Calcu-
lus MUST take AP PreCalculus. AP PreCalculus builds 
upon the skills and techniques of Algebra II Honors and 
introduces students to new topics such as composition 
of functions, inverse functions, higher order polynomi-
als, regression formulas, and advanced work with ra-
tional, radical, exponential, and logarithmic functions, 
evaluating trigonometric functions with radian angle 
measure, and solving trigonometric equations and 
identities. The TI-84 graphing calculators are required 
for this course. Students are required to take the AP 
PreCalculus exam in the spring (paid for by DHS/
District 118). 

 

College Prep Math: Quantitative Literacy  

Length:              1 semester 
Prerequisite:     Algebra II AND successful completion 
of three years of math at the high school level.  
 
Description:      Math course framework designed to 
prepare and transition students directly into college 
and career pathways requiring general education col-
lege level math competencies in quantitative literacy 
and statistics. Topics include numeracy, application 
based algebraic topics, and functions and modeling. A 
grade of C or higher in the course will result in auto-
matic placement in a statistics class or lower at any 
community college or certain 4 year universities in the 
state of Illinois. 

 

College Prep Math: STEM  

Length:              1 semester 
Prerequisite:     Algebra II AND successful completion 
of three years of math at the high school level.  
 

Description:      Students will study topics in linear, 
quadratic, rational, radical, and exponential functions. 
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AP Calculus AB  

Length:             1 year 
Prerequisite: B or higher in AP PreCalculus 
 

Description:    Students will learn about limits and conti-
nuity of functions, differentiation, applications of the deriv-
ative, integration, and applications of the integral. All con-
cepts will be taught via numerical, graphical, analytical, 
and verbal representations. Students are expected to work 
collaboratively throughout the course. The TI-84  calculator 
is required for this course. Students are required to take 
the AP Calculus exam in the spring (paid for by DHS/
District 118). 

 

Statistics (possible dual enrollment w/ DACC) 

Length:             1 year 
Prerequisite:    Completion of Algebra II 
 

Description:     Students are introduced to the major con-
cepts and tools for collecting, analyzing, and drawing con-
clusions from data. Students are exposed to four broad 
conceptual themes: exploring data patterns and departures 
from patterns, sampling and experimentation, exploring 
patterns with probability and simulations, and statistical 
inference via parameters and testing hypotheses, The TI-
84 calculator is required for this course. Students have the 
option of taking the AP Statistics exam in the spring (paid 
for by DHS/District 118). 

  

 

Math Topics   

Length:              1 year                   
Prerequisite:     Successful completion of Algebra I and 
Geometry AND senior standing.  
 

Description:      This is not a college preparatory class.  
Students will explore real-world application of various 
math topics.  Concepts may vary based on student inter-
est.  
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION, HEALTH, DRIVERS ED 

Beginning with the Class of 2028, Physical Edu-
cation is a graduation requirement. Each stu-
dent will need to take 3 credits of physical edu-
cation in order to meet the requirement. Per the 
State of Illinois, students must be daily enrolled 
in PE,  except students who have athletic or ac-
ademic waivers. 

PE POLICIES AND PROCEDURES 

Medical Excuses: 

1.  To attain credit for Physical Education, stu-
dents must have fully participated in a minimum 
of 60% of the daily classes in any one semes-
ter.  

2. Participation requirements can be met even 
with a medical excuse, if the doctor allows it. 
For example, a student with a broken finger can 
participate in all activities that do not require 
use of the injured hand. Students have the re-
sponsibility of informing the teacher that he/she 
may participate in certain activities. 

3. Students may make up P.E. classes missed 
due to a medical excuse by attending sessions 
after school or written reports.  Students must 
take the initiative to make arrangements with 
the teacher. 

4. If the medical excuse is lengthy and students 
cannot make up the time, then the P.E. require-
ments may be waived by the principal. No credit 
will be issued. 

Dress: 

A variety of fitness activities and vigorous sport 
activities are a part of the curriculum in Physical 
Education.  All students are required to change 
clothes for class.  The required dress is: 

• Athletic shirt with sleeves. 
• Athletic shorts or pants 

• Athletic shoes. 

 

Physical Education 

Length:             1 semester 
Credit:               1 credit per semester 
 

Description:     Comprehensive goals of the physical edu-
cation curriculum emphasize the physical, mental, emo-
tional, and social aspects of living a healthy and fit life. 
The main goal is that our students will gain a knowledge 
and appreciation of the worth of physical fitness that will 
in turn, contribute to an individual’s quality of life. In addi-
tion, by offering a variety of team and individual recrea-
tional sports activities along with swimming, we hope to 
encourage a carryover into participation as an adult and 
lifelong learner. Our activities are designed to allow group 
interaction to enhance the social and emotional develop-
ment of the students. 

• Freshmen are required to take one year of Physical 
Education. Sophomores take one semester of Health, 
nine weeks of Driver’s Education and nine weeks of 
Consumer Economics/Personal Finance. 

• Buddy/Adaptive PE is offered and a selection process 
is made based on IEP’s and teacher selection of bud-
dies. Class size is limited.  Students may only partici-
pate in this class for two semesters. 

• ·Juniors and seniors may have input on selecting some 
of the following activities: 

 PE – Individual and Team Sports 

 Fitness Center 

 Weight Training 

 Fitness Dance 

 Adv. Women’s Weight Training 

 Adv. Swimming 

 

 

 



 

45 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION, HEALTH, DRIVERS ED 

Health  

Length:             1 semester 

Description:    Health & Wellness program is divided 
into the following units:  Mental, Emotional, Family and 
Social Health, Human Growth and Development, Nutri-
tion, Diet and Weight Education, Infectious and Nonin-
fectious Diseases, Sexually Transmitted Diseases and 
AIDS Education, Drug Education, First Aid and Safety, 
Community and Environmental Health.  A combination of 
teaching methods will be used, which include direct in-
struction, poster projects, powerpoint projects, video 
projects, audiovisual resources, guest speakers, home-
work, group projects, vocabulary, and chapter tests.  
This course will provide students with comprehensive 
information about health that will benefit their overall 
wellness and improve their quality of life. 

 

Fitness Dance 

Length:             1 semester 
Prerequisite:     Junior or senior standing 
 

Description:  Fitness Dance is a dance class that fo-
cuses on intentional movement, physical fitness, and 
having fun.  Students do not need any dance back-
ground to participate.  We do a number of different 
types of dances. Some examples are hip hop, aerobics, 
step aerobics, tap, yoga, and guided meditation. Come 
join us.  Let’s get fit and have fun! 
 

 

Swimming 

Length:             1 semester 
Prerequisite:    Junior or senior standing 
 

Description:  Students will learn about the benefits 
of swimming, mechanical principles, basic skills and 
strokes, pool safety, water safety, boat safety and swim-
ming etiquette. Assessment tools will include self-
assessments, oral questioning and observation of in-
class performance.  The goal is for students to under-
stand and apply swimming fundamentals and practices 
in water safety. 

 

 

 

 

Fitness Center (PEMW 135-138 at DACC) 

Length:  1 semester 
Credit:   .5 credit per quarter at DHS, 1  
 credit per quarter at DACC 
Prerequisite: Junior or senior standing 
 

Description: The purpose of this course is to help 
students develop a personal fitness and exercise pro-
gram consistent with a healthy lifestyle.  The course is 
taught in the Fitness Center and utilizes treadmills, el-
liptical machines, a series of resistance exercise stations 
and stationary exercise bikes.  Instruction is provided 
on general fitness, safety, and proper use of the fitness 
equipment.  General fitness testing and development of 
individualized fitness programs are provided for each 
student. 

 

Sports Medicine 

Length:             1 semester 
Prerequisite:    Junior or senior standing 
 

Description:     Sports medicine is an introductory 
course designed for students interested in athletic 
training, physical therapy, medicine, fitness, exercise 
science, nutrition, EMS, or any other related medical 
and/or sports field. This appealing, high-level course 
includes class work and practical hands-on application 
in the following areas: fitness/conditioning/strength 
programs, prevention, treatment, and rehabilitation of 
sports injuries, taping and wrapping of injuries, first 
aid/CPR, emergency procedures, nutrition, sports psy-
chology, anatomy and physiology, and sports medicine 
careers. 

 

Weight Training 

Length:             1 semester 

Description:  The purpose of this class is how to 
properly and safely lift weights.  Students will also learn 
lifting principles, techniques, safety and application for 
general lifting and athletic purposes.  The class utilizes 
free weights, dumbbells and some cable machines. 
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DRIVER EDUCATION 

State rulings limit the issuance of a driver’s license 

until a person is 18 years of age unless he or she 

has successfully completed the high school course 

of Driver Education. A license can be issued at age 

16 if students meet the completion of high school 

courses. A total of one-half credit can be allowed 

toward graduation. The Illinois director of safety 

education recommends that enrollment in the 

classroom phase of Driver Education should be 

restricted to students who are fifteen by the time 

they complete the coursework. Danville is an equal 

opportunity school and all students have the right 

to take all courses. 

  Danville High School also opens its doors 

and provides classroom and behind the wheel for 

all local, private school students, home schooled 

students and senior citizens who wish to partici-

pate in the course work. 

The classroom phase of driver education 

implements professional people from society who 

come to class and speak and who will help our stu-

dents to deal better with their responsibilities as a 

16 year-old driver, i.e., a Danville policeman; Peggy 

Johnson, County Coroner; an insurance agent with 

State Farm; a State Trooper, a representative from 

the Secretary of State’s office and a motorcycle 

safety course provided by A.B.A.T.E. The auto safe-

ty phase is scheduled by the Guidance Department.  

A driver education instructor schedules all 

driver education, First Baptist, GED, and home 

school students for behind the wheel instruction. 

 

 

 

 

 

Auto Safety 

Length:             Fifteen Weeks (9 weeks of class-
room and 6 weeks of Laboratory Instruction) 
Credit:               ,5  credit for classroom phase 
 

Prerequisite:    Students must be enrolled in high 
school and receive a passing grade in at least eight 
courses during the previous two semesters prior to 
enrolling in a driver education course.     
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Foundations in Scientific Practices  

Length:   1 year 

Credit:   1 credit per semester 

 

Description:  This required course for Freshman is 
an integrated approach to science that focuses on the 
critical science skills necessary to engage in higher 
level science courses. This course will build a founda-
tion based on the science and engineering practices of 
asking questions, developing and using models, plan-
ning and carrying out investigations, analyzing and 
interpreting data, using mathematics and computation-
al thinking, constructing explanations, engaging in 
argument from evidence and obtaining, evaluating, 
and communicating information.  

 

Biology and Biology Honors 

Length:  1 year 
Credit:    1 credit per semester 
 
Description:   This class is a laboratory class and  
topics include, but not limited to, homeostasis, cell 
division, genetics, ecology, natural selection, photosyn-
thesis, and cellular respiration. 

 

Chemistry and Chemistry Honors 

Length:   1 year 
Credit:     1 credit per semester 
Prerequisite:  None 
Honors Prerequisite:  Passed Biology and passed Alge-
bra with a B or higher. 

Description:  This class includes such topics as 
atomic theory, chemical reactions, periodic table con-
cepts, bonding, gas laws, moles, and stoichiometry. 
Emphasis is placed upon problem solving skills. These 
skills are learned in both class activities and in the 
approximately weekly laboratory activities where data 
handling and the proper use and care of scientific in-
struments are involved. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Conceptual Physics 

Length:  1 semester 
Credit:  1 credit 
Prerequisite: None 
 

Description:  Physics is the recommended science 
course for all juniors designed to address the physics 
components of Next Generation Science Standards. 
Topics addressed will include but are not limited to: 
Newton’s laws of motion, energy, momentum, and 
waves. This will be a conceptual based class and an 
emphasis is placed on hands-on application of the 
concepts in a lab setting whenever possible.  

 
 

AP Biology 

Length:  1 year 
Credit: 1 credit per semester 
Prerequisite:    Junior or senior standing and comple-
tion of Biology and Chemistry with a B or above OR 
teacher recommendation.   
 

Description:     AP Biology is an advanced biology 
course open to advanced juniors and seniors who 
wish to prepare for the College Board Advanced 
Placement Examination in Biology in the spring of the 
school year, earning college credit, as well as, credit 
toward graduation from high school.  The course is 
designed according to College Board guidelines, with 
rigor and expectations of high proficiency. Class em-
phasis is placed on molecular biology, cells, heredity, 
evolution, diversity of organisms, and ecology. 

 

 



 

48 

SCIENCE 

AP Chemistry 

Length:  1 year 
Credit: 1 credit per semester 
Prerequisite:    Junior or senior standing, Chemistry with a 
B or better or recommendation from the Chemistry teach-
er, and enrolled in or completed Algebra2/Trig.  
 

Description:  AP Chemistry is an advanced chemistry 
course that covers the material for first year college level 
chemistry and prepares students for the College Board 
Advanced Placement Examination in chemistry given in 
the spring of the school year.  This course is designed 
according to College Board guidelines, with rigor and 
expectations of high proficiency.  Class emphasis is placed 
on molecular structure, kinetics, thermodynamics, equilib-
rium, electrochemistry (oxidation-reduction), and various 
types of chemical reactions.  The lab component is 25% 
or more of the class time. A minimum of 16 labs are part 
of the curriculum, typically up to 22 labs will be complet-
ed Aug-April, with detailed lab reports to be completed 
for each. Students may earn college credit by taking and 
passing the AP exam in the spring. Students interested in 
a career in medicine, veterinary sciences, dentistry, phar-
macy, engineering, or other science fields should consider 
taking this course. 

 

AP Environmental Science 

Length:  1 year 
Credit:    1 credit per semester 
Prerequisite:   Successful completion Biology and Algebra 
with a B or better or teacher recommendation, enrolled in 
or completed Chemistry (concurrent enrollment in chemis-
try requires teacher recommendation) 
Junior or senior standing, Honors Chemistry or Chemistry 
1-2 with a B or better or teacher recommendation, and 
enrolled in or completed Algebra II/Trig. 
 

Description:     AP Environmental Science students will 
engage in the scientific principles, concepts, and method-
ologies required to understand the interrelationships of 
the natural world. The course requires students to identify 
and analyze natural and human-made environmental 
problems, evaluate the relative risks associated with these 
problems, and examine alternative solutions for resolving 
or preventing them. Environmental science is interdiscipli-
nary, embracing topics from geology, biology, environ-
mental studies, environmental science, chemistry, and 
geography.      

 

 

 

 

AP Physics 

Length:  1 year 
Credit: 1 credit per semester 
Prerequisite:  Juniors and Seniors who have complet-
ed Algebra I, Geometry, and Algebra II 
 

Description:     AP Physics is an advanced course that 
covers the material for first year college level physics 
and prepares students for the College Board Ad-
vanced Placement Exam in physics given in the 
spring.  This course is designed according to College 
Board guidelines, with rigor and expectations of high 
proficiency. The study of physics and its applications 
is basic and vital to all students whatever their edu-
cational goals. The content of the course is geared to 
give students an understanding of the physical laws 
and their application to everyday occurrences. Topics 
presented may include, but are not limited to, motion 
in one and two dimensions, forces, energy, momen-
tum, sound, light, static and current electricity, and 
magnetism. 

 

 

Human Physiology and Anatomy 

Length: 1 year 

Credit: 1 credit per semester 

Prerequisite:    1 credit in Biology 

Description:     Human Physiology and Anatomy is an 
introductory course taught on a relatively high level. 
The course covers the systems of the human body, 
their structures and functions; tissues of the body; 
and genetics. Some laboratory work is required, to 
include dissections.  This course can be taken as a 
full year or either semester can be taken inde-
pendently as a semester course. 

*This course involves required dissections, see dis-
section policy for more information. 

. 



 

49 

SCIENCE 

Zoology 

Length: 1 semester 
Credit: 1 credit 
Prerequisite:    10-12 grade, minimum 1 credit in Biology 
or currently enrolled in Biology 

Description:     Zoology is a semester long laboratory 
course.  Labs will include dissections.  In this course, you 
will examine how animals are classified and how they be-
have.  You will learn how different animals interact in a 
variety of environments, looking at topics such as mating 
habits and competition.  The course will examine the key 
physiological differences among many groups of animals 
as well as proper nomenclature for the major taxonomic 
groups.           

*This course involves required dissections, see dissection 
policy for more information. 

 

*DISSECTION POLICY: 

Students not wanting to participate in dissection must 
have a letter of release signed by parent/guardian and 
student and should be returned within three (3) weeks of 
entering class. Alternative assignments may include, but 
are not limited to analyzing models, watching videos, 
computer software/ virtual labs, and research reports.  

 

Botany 

Length: 1 semester 
Credit: 1 credit per semester 
Prerequisite:    1 credit in Biology or Biology Honors 
 
Description:     Botany is the scientific study of plants and 
their relationship to the environment. In this course, stu-
dents investigate the growth, reproduction, anatomy, 
morphology, physiology, biochemistry, taxonomy, genet-
ics, and ecology of plants. This course is designed for 
college-bound students. Students should expect a de-
manding daily homework load as well as projects, quiz-
zes, tests, and laboratory write-ups. Laboratory and out-
door experiences complement classroom activities. A high 
level of understanding in problem-solving and scientific 
methods is necessary for success in this course.  
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SOCIAL STUDIES 

World History 

Length:             1 year 

Description:     Social Studies covers briefly the periods 
we have come to designate as Ancient, Medieval and 
Modern History and the common activities of man in all 
parts of the world in these times. Through the study of 
these activities students will strive to understand the 
problems of today. Map reading and reports are included. 

 

World History Honors 

Length:             1 year 

Description:     The format of Social Studies HONORS will 
be basically chronological with heavy emphasis placed on 
the detailed investigation of selected events. Besides 
events selected by students or indicated by their interest, 
other topics may also be pursued. Some goals of the 
course will include the following:  

1.       To encourage students to see themselves as citi-
zens of the world. 
2.       To enhance research skills. 
3.       To think critically. 
4.       To help students “connect” the world of the past 
with the world of the present and consider possibilities 
for the future. 

 

AP Human Geography 

Length:             1 year 

Description:     The Advanced Placement (AP) Human Ge-
ography course is a learning experience equivalent to that 
obtained in most college introductory human geography 
courses.  Students should possess strong reading and 
writing skills and be willing to devote substantial time to 
study and to the completion of class reading and writing 
assignments.  The course content includes a systematic 
study of patterns and processes that have shaped human 
understanding, use, and alteration of Earth’s surface.  
Students employ spatial concepts and landscape analysis 
to examine human social organization and its environ-
mental consequences.  They also learn about the methods 
and tools geographers use in their science and practice.  
Emphasis is placed on analytical writing exercises in prep-
aration for the College Board Advanced Placement Hu-
man Geography exam in May.  Students must take the 
exam (paid for by D118). 

 

 

 

 

 

United States History  

Length:             1 year 
Credit:               1 credit per semester 
Prerequisite:     Junior standing 
 

Description:     United States History is a required 
American History course. Topics selected for study will 
include colonial America, the American Revolution, the 
developing nation, the Civil War, the Depression, the 
World Wars and post-war America.  

 

AP United States History 

 

Length:             1 year 

Prerequisite:    Junior standing 

 

Description:     The Advanced Placement (AP) U.S. His-

tory course is a rigorous, fast paced and challenging 

course designed to be the equivalent of a full-year 

introductory college U.S. History survey course.  Stu-

dents should possess strong reading and writing skills 

and be willing to devote substantial time to study and 

to the completion of class reading and writing assign-

ments.  The course content is vast.  AP U.S. History is 

a chronological study of American history from pre-

Columbian to present times through literature, text-

books, primary source documents, videos/movies, ob-

servations, discussions, cultural/social investigation, 

cooperative learning, and a heavy emphasis on analyt-

ical writing exercises in preparation for the College 

Board Advanced Placement U.S. History exam in May.  

Students who receive a score of 3 or better on the AP 

Exam could possibly receive college credit. 

 

United States History 1 (HIST 151) 

Length: 1 semester 

Prerequisite: Junior standing, DACC’s dual enrollment 

requirements 

 

Description:  Examination of American society from its 

colonial and indigenous foundations through the Civil 

War era with emphasis on periods of conflict and 

change.  Students in this course are eligible for dual 

enrollment credit through DACC for HIST151. 
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United State History 2 (Hist 152) 

Length: 1 semester 

Prerequisite: Junior standing, DACC’s dual enrollment 

requirements 

 

Description: An appraisal of American society in a world 
context from the post-Civil War era to the present.  Em-
phasis on topical and thematic analysis in a chronologi-
cal framework.  Students in this course are eligible for 
dual enrollment credit through DACC for HIST152. 

 

Government  

Length:             1 semester 
Prerequisite:    Junior or senior standing 
Description:      Government is a one-semester course 
that examines the structure, purpose, and operation of 
the local, state, and national governments.  Topics in-
clude principles of representative government, patriot-
ism, proper use and display of the American flag, and 
elections/voting methods. The Constitution Test covering 
the state and national constitutions is a major assess-
ment in the course and must be passed to fulfill gradua-
tion requirements.  Failure to pass the Constitution Test 
will result in a student having to retake the course.  

 

AP Government 

Length:             1 year 
Prerequisite:    Junior or senior standing 
 
Description:     The course is designed according to Col-
lege Board guidelines, with rigor and expectations of 
high proficiency. Government AP is a class designed to 
challenge the academically talented student to reflect 
upon his or her role as a citizen. The content of the reg-
ular government course is studied, although at a faster 
pace, and additional projects, field trips, papers and 
readings are assigned. The Constitution Test covering 
the state and national constitutions is a major assess-
ment in the course and must be passed to fulfill gradua-
tion requirements.  Failure to pass the Constitution Test 
will result in a student having to retake the course.   

 

 

Psychology   

Length:             1 semester 

Prerequisite:   Junior or senior standing 

Description:     This course is designed for students 
who have a sincere interest in exploring the possibility 
of pursuing a career in a field that is related to Psy-
chology. The course will cover a large amount of intro-
ductory material. This material will be taught using a 
college level text at a speed that will require effective 
study habits and reading skills. A primary emphasis of 
this class will be to provide students with experiences 
that approximate those commonly found in college 
class activities. This course is for students who are not 
afraid to think, who are self-motivated, and who are 
not afraid of challenges. 

 

AP Psychology 

Length:             1 year 
Prerequisite:    Junior or senior standing 
 

Description:     The course is designed according to 
College Board guidelines, with rigor and expectations 
of high proficiency. The AP Psychology course is de-
signed to introduce students to the systematic and 
scientific study of the behavior and mental processes 
of human beings and other animals. Students are ex-
posed to the psychological facts, principles, and phe-
nomena associated with each of the major subfields 
within psychology. They also learn about the ethics and 
methods psychologists use in their science and prac-
tice.  Students in AP Psychology are required to take 
the AP exam in May. 

 

World Geography 

Length:             1 Semester 

Description:    World Geography is a one semester 
course that includes map reading, and the study of 
climate, topography, and geopolitical divisions with an 
emphasis on the relationship between people and the 
environment. 
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Minority History 

Length:             1 semester 
Prerequisite:   Junior or senior standing; Sophomores who 
passed World History are eligible with a recommendation 
from their WH teacher. 
 

Description:    Explore the often overlooked narratives, 
achievements, and struggles of diverse communities, foster-
ing a deeper understanding of the impact of minorities in 
the United States.  Engage in critical discussions, analyze 
historical perspectives, and gain insights into the resilience 
and contributions of marginalized groups.  Among those 
studied will be Black Americans, Native Americans, Latin 
Americans, and Asian Americans. 

 

Sociology  

Length:             1 semester 
Prerequisite:   Junior or Senior standing 
 

Description:     This course delves into the study of social 
structures, institutions, and interactions, offering a compre-
hensive exploration of how individuals shape and are 
shaped by their social environments.  Through insightful 
analysis and engaging discussions, students will develop a 
sociological imagination, examining the complexities of cul-
ture, inequality, and social change.  Gain valuable perspec-
tives to navigate and understand the dynamics of the di-
verse communities that make up our global society.   

 

Ancient Civilizations 

Length:  1 semester 
Prerequisite: Sophomore standing 
 

Description:  This course will be a one semester survey 
on the history of the world, before the fall of the Roman 
Empire. This course will introduce students to segments of 
prehistory, utilizing fossils of archaic human species to trace 
migration patterns of our earliest hominid ancestors; articu-
late the evolution of stone technology through the paleo-
lithic and neolithic periods of human civilization; progress 
into the settlement of our first cities, discussing what drew 
our ancestors together and what kept populations apart; 
and finally engage in full-scale cultural immersion to devel-
op a historically-based method of thinking, understanding 
and description of how each major ancient civilization rose 
and fell. This course will analyze technological, political, ar-
tistic, militaristic, and procedural analyses to equip all stu-
dents with historical empathy, compassion, and the appreci-
ation that we are not so different from those who came hun-
dreds to thousands of years before us.  

 

 

 

 

Modern World Issues  

Length: 1 Semester 

Description:     Covers Post WW II with focus on hot 
spots such as the Middle East, Northern Ireland, former 
USSR. Also a closer look at the Vietnam War and Ameri-
can Politics, class discussion, library research and stu-
dent presentations are required. 

 

Western Civilization I (Possible College Credit) 

Length:  1 Semester 
Credits:            1 credit (3 credit hours of transferable 
DACC credit with the grade of “C” or better.) 
Prerequisite: Sophomore-Senior standing 
 

Description: For History 111, students would study 
the roots of Western Civilization from the ancient times 
(Greece, Rome, etc…) through the Renaissance. The first 
semester will focus on the Judeo-Christian and Greco/
Roman foundations of Western Civilization and the 
foundations of long standing cultural and religious con-
flicts developing from these ideologies.The year-long 
course is an examination of Western Civilization from its 
Middle Eastern tradition to the scientific and political 
revolutions of the 17th century, with emphasis on cul-
tural crisis, conflict, and change to the Western Civiliza-
tions in the Modern World. This course is designed to 
prepare students for the analytical, reading, and writing 
skills required to be successful in college. Through 
small group work, the course will examine primary 
source material, explore the role of historiography in 
shaping worldviews and policy, and aid students in ac-
quiring the skills necessary to read academic literature.  
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Western Civilization II (possible College Credit) 

Length:             1 semester 
Credits:             1 credit (3 credit hours of transferable 
DACC credit with the grade of “C” or better.) 
Prerequisite:    Sophomore-senior standing, Successful 
completion of Western Civilization I 
Description:         For History 112, students would study 
the Early Modern roots of Western Civilization from the 
Reformation to the Modern World with particular focus on 
the rise of nation/states and the cultural crisis, conflict, and 
change to the Western Civilizations in the Modern World. 
With Western Civilization I (History 111) the spring semes-
ter course is designed to prepare students for the analyti-
cal, reading, and writing skills required to be successful in 
college. Through small group work, the second semester 
course will continue to examine primary source material, 
explore the role of historiography in shaping worldviews 
and policy, and aid students in acquiring the skills neces-
sary to read academic literature. 
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SPECIAL EDUCATION PROGRAMMING 

Consumer Education 909 
Length:           1semester 
Prerequisite:  IEP 
Description:   Consumer Education 909 is designed 
to expose students to how to obtain/use credit, 
checking and savings accounts, various forms of ad-
vertising and consumer aids, and rights and respon-
sibilities as a consumer.  Guidelines for setting up a 
place to live are presented. 

 
Related Secondary Transitional Experience Program 
(Related S.T.E.P.) 
Length:           1 year 
Prerequisite:  IEP; student must be enrolled in the 
Secondary Transitional Experience Program (S.T.E.P.) 
Description:   This course is designed for students 
enrolled in Secondary Transitional Experience Pro-
gram (S.T.E.P.). Class time includes discussion of spe-
cific successes and/or problems encountered by stu-
dents as they participate in their on-the-job training. 
Emphasis is placed on developing practical ways for 
students to be successful on their jobs. Units covered 
include:  social skills on the job, appropriate work 
habits and behaviors, using public transportation, 
money management, job-seeking skills and career 
interests. 
  
Secondary Transitional Experience Program (S.T.E.P.) 
Length:           1 year 
Credit:            1 credit per semester 
Prerequisite:  IEP; consent of parent is necessary and 
all students must be approved by the Prevocational 
Coordinator and by the Office of Rehabilitation Ser-
vices. Enrollment is also contingent upon a work site 
being available. Students must be at least 16 years 
of age with at least Junior credits. 
Description:   This course is actual on-the-job work 
experience at various locations in the community. 

 

 

Minority Literature 919 
Length:             1 semester 
Prerequisite:    IEP 
Description:     Minority Literature 919 is a one semes-
ter course open to seniors who have completed Ameri-
can Lit.  The course examines the nature of prejudice 
and racial or ethnic stereotypes through the study of 
literature by or about minority groups, including Native 
American Indians, African Americans, Jewish Americans, 
Asian Americans, and Hispanic Americans.  Students 
study the history, culture and types of oppression faced 
by each group and discuss the ways that each group 
has assimilated into mainstream American culture and/
or resisted oppression as illustrated through various 
literary forms.  An independent research project of a 
self-selected minority group is required. 
  
 
Advanced Composition 899 
Length:             1 semester 
Prerequisite:    IEP 
Description:     Advanced Composition 899 is open to 
seniors who wish to further develop their writing skills 
in preparation for both college and career writing.  Stu-
dents will have the opportunity to select their own top-
ics for many of their assignments, providing them with a 
skill set for transitioning from high school into the ca-
reer field.  Advanced Composition also provides a re-
view of grammar, sentence structure, and standard me-
chanical skills. 
  
 
 
 
Literature 1 
Length:             1 year 
Prerequisite:    IEP 
Description:     Students will read various novels, study 
story plots, and themes. 
  
 
Literature 2 
Length:             1 year 
Prerequisite: IEP 
Description: Students will read various novels, study 
story plots, and themes. 
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Transitional Math 903 
Length:             1 year 
Credit:               1 credit per semester 
Prerequisite:     IEP and Freshman standing. 
Description:     Transitional Math 903 will include such 
topics as computation and conversion of fractions, deci-
mals, and percentages; integers, exponents, and scientific 
notation.  This class will prepare students for success in 
Algebra 916 and will count as one year of math towards 
high school graduation requirements. 
  
 
Algebra 904 
Length:              1 year 
Prerequisite:      IEP 
Description: Algebra 1 is designed to acquaint with sever-
al algebraic topics. Course topics include operations with 
positive and negative numbers, solving equations, expo-
nents, addition, subtraction, multiplication, number con-
versions, ratios, proportions, percentages and measure-
ments.     
  
Geometry 915 
Length:             1 year 
Prerequisite     IEP and Algebra 1-2 916 
Description:     Geometry 915 will include such topics as 
perimeter, area, volume, surface area, lines, angles, and 
graphing in the coordinate plane.  This course will satisfy 
the requirements for one year of geometry. 
 
Advanced Math Topics 950 
Length:             1 year 
Prerequisite:    IEP and Junior or Senior Standing 
Description:     Advanced Math Topics 950 students will 
explore real world applications of such topics as budget-
ing, banking, calculating taxes, calculating interest, insur-
ance, time management, earning income, and making fi-
nancial decisions.  This course will satisfy the require-
ments for one year of math credit towards graduation 
requirements. 

 

 

Biology 905 
Length: 1 year 
Prerequisite: IEP  
Description: Biology is an introductory course to the 
science of living organisms. In this course students will 
study the following topics: the classification system, cell 
production and make up, reproduction, among other 
items.  
  
 
Physical Science 906 
Length:             1 year 
Prerequisite:    IEP and Sophomore standing 
Description:     The Chemical Science section is de-
signed to help students develop a better understanding 
of the chemical nature of the world around us. The Ap-
plied Chemical Science section is a study of the relation-
ship between matter and energy. Practical information 
that can be applied to life skills is used throughout the 
year. Students will observe and interact with demon-
strations concerning various topics.  The students will 
also be involved with projects and posters concerning 
the various topics. 
  
 
Environmental Science 971 
Length:             1 year 
Prerequisite:    IEP 
Description: Environmental science is the study of Earth 
and the environment. Topics covered are the theory of 
plate tectonics, landforms, land formations, biomes, and 
natural disasters.  
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World History 907 
Length:             1 year 
Prerequisite:      IEP and Freshman or sophomore standing 
Description:    This required study of History gives stu-
dents an understanding of how developing civilizations 
and religions of Ancient times have influenced the Medie-
val and Modern periods of History in different parts of the 
world. As a result, students will be able to understand 
how these events of the past provide direct links to the 
issues and progress and/or problems of today.  
 

 
Government 911 

Length:             1 semester 
Prerequisite     IEP and Senior Standing 
Description:     The study of American Government is de-
signed to help students understand how the present sys-
tem was developed. The students will study the history of 
government, government theory, and government as it is 
today on both the National and State level. 
 

United States History 913 

Length:             1 year 
Prerequisite:      IEP and Junior Standing 
Description:   As a required course U.S. History is usually 
taken at the 11th grade level. It includes the study of 
these periods in American History:  Colonial America, the 
Revolutionary War, the development of the U.S. constitu-
tion, Westward Expansion, the Civil War, the Great De-
pression, World Wars I and II, as well as Post War America. 
 
 

Geography 935 

Length:             1 year 
Prerequisite:      IEP 
Description:   The emphasis of Geography is on major con-
tinents, with emphasis on North America, climates, cul-
tures, and natural resources. The students will have the 
opportunity to work with charts, maps, and reference 
books. 

 

 

Learning Strategies  

Length:             1 year 

Description:  Learning Strategies is a course designed 
for students to complete research based interventions 
in their deficit areas of learning. Students are also 
given the opportunity to work on homework and re-
ceive additional support on their academics if needed.  

 

Resource 

Length:             1 year 

Credit:               .5 credits per semester 

Description:      This course is designed to give sup-
port to students with their core subjects.  Students 
will be expected to fill out agendas, get regular grade 
checks, work on homework, study for quizzes and 
tests, and stay organized.  Specialized instruction to 
reduce discrepancy of identified deficit areas is pro-
vided. 

 

Cross Categorical Programming 

Independent Family Living 951 

Length:             1 semester 

Prerequisite:    IEP 

Description:     This is a practical course stressing 
housing, the importance of home maintenance, budg-
eting, shopping, and personal upkeep, such as laun-
dry and mending. 

 

Careers 

Length:             1 year 

Prerequisite:    IEP 

Description:     This course is designed to promote 
realistic career choices, effective job seeking, and suc-

cess in work experiences. Community speakers will 

discuss specific entry level skills needed to meet job 
descriptions. 
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Community Based II 

Length:             1 year 
Prerequisite:   IEP 
 
Description:    Community Based II emphasizes com-
munity activities including Danville Area Community 
College, the YMCA, YWCA, and Village Mall. Activities 
will include the fitness center, computer lab, library 
and college center. 

 

Consumer Education 

Length:             1 year 

Prerequisite:   IEP 

Description:    Consumer Education gives students 
opportunities to use functional reading, writing, per-
sonal information, budgeting, time management skills 
and money management skills. These skills are devel-
oped in the classroom and generalized into routines 
of everyday life in the community. 

  

Vocational Education I 
Length:             1 year 
Prerequisite:   IEP 
 

Description:     In Vocational Education I, the students 
are assigned to in-school jobs to gain work experi-
ence. Regular schedules of work and specific tasks 
are assigned. The emphasis of the training is to build 
the students' beliefs in their ability to work, assessing 
what types of tasks they are able to perform inde-
pendently, and their task preferences. 

 

Vocational Education II 

Length:              1 year 
Prerequisite:    IEP 
Description:     In Vocational Education II, the students 
are assigned to jobs in school or in the community to 
gain work experience. Regular schedules of work and 
specific tasks are assigned. The emphasis of the train-
ing is to build the students' beliefs in their ability to 
work, assessing what types of tasks they are able to 
perform independently, and their task preferences. 

Social Skills 

Length:             1 year 
Prerequisite:    IEP 
Description:     Social Skills leads the students in im-
proving and developing relationships with others, in-
cluding family members and peers. An emphasis is 
placed on values, decision making, and goal setting. 

 

Information Technology 

Length:             1 year 
Prerequisite:    IEP 
Description:     This course is designed to teach stu-
dents basic operations of a computer. They will learn to 
properly use correct fingers on the keyboard to touch 
type all letters of the alphabet, numbers and symbols. 
Students will use the Microsoft Word Program to create 
documents. Proper use of the internet for researching 
topics and using games will also be included. 

 

Vocational Education 

Length:             1 year 
Prerequisite:    IEP 
Description:     This course will help students increase 
their awareness of employment by exploring all of the 
steps involved in the employment process from the 
search to the hire. 

 

LIFE SKILLS CLASSES 

 

Community Education I 

Length:             1 year 

Prerequisite:    IEP 

Description:      Community Based Education I activities 

include community safety, grocery shopping, general 

shopping, eating out, using public transportation and 

public services. The students are trained in natural envi-

ronments using a systematic approach. 
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English I 

Length:             1 year 
Prerequisite:    IEP 
Description:      English I is a course designed to build 
and reinforce the student’s experience in language 
arts skills. The course includes grammar and composi-
tion, as well as various forms of literature. 

 

English II 

Length:             1 year 
Prerequisite:   IEP 
Description:    English II focuses on various types of 
literature as the basis for comprehension, composi-
tion, and communication skills. 

  

Government 

Length:             1 Year 
Prerequisite:    IEP 
Description:      Government analyzes the basics of 
national, state, and local systems. This course focuses 
on the United States Government, its agencies, and 
the Constitution. 

  

Consumer Education 

Length:              1 semester 
Prerequisite:    IEP 
Description:     This course focuses on the practical 
aspects of consumer spending, budgeting, and bank-
ing. Some aspects of business advertising will be ad-
dressed. 

 

 

Independent Living 

Length:             1 year 

Prerequisite:    IEP 

Description:     Independent Living provides hands-on expe-
rience in the areas of everyday life skills, reading newspa-
per, recipes, meal preparation, budgeting food dollars and 
grocery shopping. Domestic skills training is incorporated 
into the curriculum. 

  

Social Skills I 

Length:              1 year 
Prerequisite:    IEP 
Description:     Social Skills I is a course that addresses so-
cial skills which are generally accepted across cultural and 
socio-economic groups. These skills are broad references to 
behaviors recognized as demonstrating appropriate social 
adjustment. Topics include: introductory skills, such as body 
language, proximity, tone of voice and eye contact; general 
interaction skills such as accepting no, introductions, apolo-
gies, interrupting, and being honest: emotional expression 
Skills, such as dealing with anger, fear, embarrassment, and 
disappointment; and management skills, such as predicting 
and accepting consequences, complaints and criticism. 

  

Social Skills II 

Length:             1 year 

Prerequisite:   IEP 

Description:     Social Skills II is a course designed to build 
self-confidence while students investigate their personal 
goals. Students will develop various strategies to deal with 
personal and community. 

 

Algebra 1 

Length:             1 year 
Prerequisite:    IEP 
Description:      Algebra1 is designed to acquaint students 
with several algebraic topics.  Course topics include opera-
tions with positive and negative numbers, solving equa-
tions, exponents, addition, subtraction, multiplication, divi-
sion, comparison of fractions and mixed numbers, simplifi-
cation of expression, decimals, fractions, mixed number 
conversions, ratio, proportions, percentages and measure-
ment. 
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American History 

Length:             1 year 
Prerequisite:    IEP 
Description:     American History is a course designed 
to give students a strong understanding of the major 
events, issues, and personalities that have shaped the 
development of the United States. Emphasis will be 
placed on skill development in the areas of reading, 
writing, and content throughout the course. 

  

Health I 

Length:             1 semester 
Prerequisite:    IEP 
Description:     Health I is a course that looks at the 
importance of positive health behaviors & personal 
responsibility for making healthy choices. The course 
also examines personalities:  the major theories of 
personality development, varieties of emotions. The 
course also discusses healthy relationships, their 
need, how to develop and maintain them. Family 
structures and responsibilities as well as typical pres-
sures they face are also studied. 

  

Health II 
Length:              1 semester 

Prerequisite:    IEP 

Description:     Health II is a sequential extension of 
Health I. The course discusses health issues such as 
violence & poverty as well as health organizations 
that can help address these issues. The physiological 
and psychological benefits of physical fitness is dis-
cussed as well as the aging process, selecting health 
care, environmental health and accident prevention is 
also included. 

  

Earth Science I 

Length:             1 semester 
Prerequisite:    IEP 
Description:     Earth Science is the study of the planet 
earth. Topics will be thematic and be limited to areas of 
geology. Students will be involved in hands on identifica-
tion of rocks and minerals. Topics will also include volcan-
ology, mapping, seismology, weathering, and the theory 
of plate tectonics.       

  

Earth Science II 

Length:              1 semester 
Prerequisite:    IEP 
Description:     Earth Science II is a continued study of the 
earth. Topics will be thematic and will be limited to areas 
of oceanography and meteorology. Topics will include 
climatology, the Earth’s oceans, ocean life, mapping cur-
rents, and the effects of currents. 

 

Life Science I 
Length:             1 semester 
Prerequisite:    IEP 
Description:     Life Studies I is an introductory course in 
the life sciences. Topics include the classification system, 
recycling, human eating disorders, and introduction to 
human genetics. Students will also study several specific 
animal species. 

  

Life Science II 

Length:             1 semester 

Prerequisite:    IEP 

Description:     Life Studies II is a continued introductory 
course in the life sciences. Topics will include viruses, 
their structure and effect; an introduction to cells, and a 
specific study of several animal species. A study of plants, 
their structure, reproduction, growth, and roles will also 
be examined. 

 

World History 

Length:             1 year 
Prerequisite:    IEP 
Description:     Students will read and discuss periods 
throughout history and their effects on today’s culture. 
Map reading skills will be reviewed and utilized through-
out the course. 


